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Mto  Mayor j Ladies  and  Gentlemen^ 

The  submission  of  the  Annual  Report  upon  the  health  of  the 
Borough  gives  an  opportunity  to  study  the  various  activities  of  the 
Health  Department  in  some  detailo  This  prefatory  letter  is  not 
the  vehicle  for  an  abridged  edition  of  the  whole  report,  so  I shall 
content  myself  with  acknowledging  the  interest  and  encouragement 
shown  by  every  member  of  the  Health  Committee  and,  in  special 
measure,  by  the  Chairmano  The  Health  Department  cannot  work  in 
isolation,  so  I am  indebted  to  all  departments  for  their  ready 
assistance  and  co=operationo  Finally  this  letter  gives  me  the 
opportunity  of  paying  my  tribute  to  the  willing  work  of  the  staff 
of  the  Health  Department,  which  has  been  of  a uniformly  high 
standard  during  the  yearo 


I am, 


Your  obedient  servant. 


JoWc  LOBBANo 

Medical  Officer  of  Healtho 
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GENERAL 

Area  of  Borough 

Estimated  Population  (mid=1960) 
Density  of  population 
Number  of  houses  in  Borough  (at 
Estimated  product  of  a penny  ra 
General  Rate 


STATI  STI  CS 

8c 588  acres  or  13=4  square  miles 

144,280 
18  8 

Lo4o60)  39,840 

^ £6.930 

l8/3d  in  ine  £ 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


LIVE  BIRTHSo 

There  were  2667  live  births  representing  a birth  rate  of  17=8 
per  Is  000  populationo 

ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHSo 

There  were  125  illegitimate  live  births  representing  43ol  per 
Is  000  total  live  births o 

STILL  BIRTHSo 

There  were  65  stillbirths  representing  23=7  per  Is 000  total 
live  and  still  birthso 

Total  live  and  still  births  numbered  29732 

INFANT  DEATHSo 

There  were  65  deaths  in  infants  under  1 yearo 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATEo 

Total  infant  deaths  per  Is 000  total  live  births  = 24°  3 

Legitimate  " " ” legitimate  live  births  23o9 

Illegitimate  " ” illegitimate ^ 40o0 

NEONATAL  MORTALITY  RATE= 

There  were  28  deaths  in  infants  under  four  weeks  representing 
14 o 2 per  Is  000  total  live  births o 

EARLY  NEONATAL  MORTALITY  RATE- 

There  were  34  deaths  in  infants  under  1 week  representing  12o7 
per  Is 000  total  live  births o 

PERINATAL  MORTAUTY  RATEo 

The  number  of  still  births  and  deaths  under  Iweek  totalled 
99  representing  36=2  per  I9OOO  total  live  and  still  births o 

MATERNAL  MORTAL  I TYo 

There  were  two  materrial  deaths^  representing  a rate  of  0=73 
per  Is 000  live  and  still  birthso 
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DEATH  So 

1645  deaths  (850  males  and  795  females)  occurred  during  the 
year,  representing  a death  rate  of  12o9  per  IgOOO  populationo  The 
comparable  figure  for  England  and  Wales  is  llo5o 

The  death  rate  for  recent  years  was  as  follows 


Rate  per  1,000  population 

1951 
19  52 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 


INFANT  MORTAL  I TYo 

The  number  of  infant  deaths  was  65,  representing  an  infant 
mortality  rate  of  24o 3 per  IgOOO  total  live  birthso  This  is  an 
increase  of  3o2  on  last  year's  figure  which  was  the  lowest  recorded 
and  was  actually  less  than  the  National  average o 


14o2 

12o6 

11.8 

12c7 

13o3 

12.8 

12.7 

13.3 

12.9 

12.9 


The  present  figure  of  24o3  compares  with  the  National  average 
for  1960  of  21o7  which  is  the  lowest  ever  recordedo 


The  figure  of  24o  3 compares  favourably  with  the  figure  for 
1958  which  was  29o 3o  As  was  stated  in  last  year's  report,  the 
figure  of  21c  1 represented  a target  very  difficult  to  achieve  each 
year  = 


The  deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  numbers  SB,  more  than 
half  the  total  deathso 

It  is  a matter  for  concern  that  accidents  claimed  four  deaths o 
The  causes  of  death  were  as  follows 


Pneumonia  12 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and 
Diarrhoea  6 

Congenital  Malformations  13 

Other  defined  and  ill=defined 
diseases  28 

Accidents  (other  than  motor 

vehicle)  4 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic 
diseases  1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  1 
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Infant  Mortality  Rates 


Birkenhead 

England  & Wales 

1951 

40.5 

30 

1952 

34o7 

27.6 

1953 

28o4 

26.8 

1954 

28o5 

28.5 

1955 

27  o9 

24.9 

1956 

33c4 

23c8 

1957 

31o6- 

23 

1958 

29.3 

22 

1959 

21.1 

22 

1960 

24c3 

21.7 

MATERNAL  DEATHSo 

There  were  two 

maternal  deaths 

during  the  year^  represent. 

a mortality  rate  of  0o73  per  I9OOO  total  births  compared  with  the 
National  figure  of  Oo  per  IgOOO  total  births o 


DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSI  So 

(1959) 

Res  pi  rato  ry  16  ( 16 ) 

Non=Respiratory  Q (1) 

DEATHS  FROM  CANCER  OF  THE  LUNG- 

The  number  of  deaths  was  83^  compared  with  75  in  1959 o The 
figure  of  83  represents  0o58  per  IcOOO  population  compared  with  the 
National  figure  of  0o48o 

The  males  outnumbered the  females ^ 64  males  dying  of  this 
disease  and  19  females o Recent  annual  figures  are  as  follows  0= 


Male 

Female 

Total 

1954 

57 

5 

62 

1955 

65 

17 

82 

1956 

48 

8 

56 

1957 

53 

7 

60 

1958 

79 

11 

90 

1959 

58 

17 

75 

1960 

64 

19 

83 

Rates  per  loOOO 
Population 

Ooll 

OoOO 


England  & Woles 

O0O68 

0.007 


DEATHS  FROM  CANCER  OF  OTHER  SITESo 

These  deaths  numbered2355  giving  a rate  of  lo62  per  l^OOO 
population  compared  with  the  National  figure  of  lo67  per  lsCX)0 
populationo 

HEART  DISEASEo 

Heart  disease  accounted  for  492  deaths  or  twenty-nine  per  cent 
of  all  deaths o 
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DEATHS  FROM  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS), 


Pneumonia  131 
Influenza  3 
Syphilitic  Disease  2 
Other  Infective  conditions  3 


There  were  no  deaths  from  diphtheria^  whooping  cough^ 
meningococcal  infections^  acute  poliomyelitis^  measleso 

ACCIDENTS. 

It  is  regretted  that  accidents  have  taken  a high  toll  in  the 
case  of  Birkenhead  residents.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  caused  16 
deaths,  a decrease  of  2 from  1959,  but  other  accidents  caused  death 
in  51  cases,  the  figure  in  1959  being  25.  It  is  felt  that  many  of 
these  deaths  might  have  been  prevented. 

Pour  of  the  infant  deaths  under  1 year  were  due  to  accidents, 
but  about  half  the  total  accidents  were  in  people  over  the  age  of 
65  years. 


SUMMARY  OF  COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS. 


Birkenhead 

England  & Woles 

Birth  rate  (per  1„000  population) 

17c8 

17cl 

Still  Birth  rate  (per  1^000  total  live 
and  still  births) 

23o7 

19o7 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000  population) 

12o9 

llo5 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  live  births  ) 24.3 

21o7 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,  ODO  live  bi 

rths)14o2 

15o6 

Deaths  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  (per 
1,000  population) 

Ooll 

0o068 

Deaths  from  Non=  Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
(per  1,000  population) 

OoOO 

0.007 

Deaths  from  Cancer  of  Lung  (per  1,000 
population) 

0o58 

0.48 

Deaths  from  Cancer  of  Other  Sites 
(per  1,000  population) 

lo62 

1.67 
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MAIN  DEATH  RATES  PER  1,000  OF  THE  POPULATION  1960= 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  ° I960o 


(As  compiled  by  the  Registrar-General ) 


Causes  of  Death 

Sex 

All 

Ages 

0= 

1= 

5= 

15= 

25= 

45= 

6 5= 

75= 

All  causes 

Mole 

850 

39 

4 

3 

10 

30 

262 

246 

256 

Female 

795 

26 

4 

2 

5 

33 

134 

205 

386 

Ic  Tuberculosis 

Mole 

14 

= 

= 

c= 

= 

2 

8 

4 

respiratory 

Female 

2 

= 

=. 

= 

1 

1 

= 

c 

2o  Tuberculosis other 

Mole 

= 

= 

= 

= 

Female 

c= 

= 

3o  Syphilitic  disease 

Male 

= 

= 

c= 

1 

Female 

2 

c= 

= 

= 

1 

4o  Diphtheria 

Mole 

= 

c= 

= 

=. 

= 

Female 

= 

=> 

<= 

<= 

5o  Whooping  Cough 

Male 

= 

= 

= 

Female 

- 

=. 

C= 

= 

60  Meningococcal 

Mole 

= 

- 

= 

= 

=. 

Infections 

Female 

= 

<= 

=. 

= 

= 

<= 

7o  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Mole 

- 

= : 

- 

= 

= 

Female 

C= 

= 

=> 

= 

80  Measles 

Male 

C=> 

= 

C= 

<= 

Female 

= 

= 

= 

= 

C3 

9o  Other  infective  and 

Male 

1 

= 

1 

= 

= 

= 

paracitic  diseases 

Female 

2 

1 

c= 

= 

= 

= 

1 

= 

10c Malign ant  Neoplasm 

Male 

36 

= 

= 

2 

14 

11 

9 

stomach 

Female 

24 

= 

=> 

2 

2 

12 

8 

lloMolignont  Neoplasm 

Male 

64 

=>  : 

= 

33 

25 

6 

lungo  bronchus 

Female 

19 

= 

3 

10 

5 

1 

12oMalignant  Neoplasm 

Male 

1 

= 

= 

= 

= 

1 

= 

Breast 

Female 

30 

= 

- 

<= 

5 

11 

7 

7 

13oMalignant  Neoplasm 

Male 

= 

= 

= 

<= 

= 

<= 

uterus 

Female 

15 

= 

= 

= 

= 

9 

2 

4 

14c Other  Malignant  and 

Mole 

67 

= 

=. 

<= 

1 

2 

26 

15 

23 

Lymphatic  neoplasm 

Female 

62 

1 

1 

5 

16 

15 

24 

ISoLeukaemiao  Aleukaemia 

Mole 

5 

= 

= 

C=> 

= 

4 

=. 

1 

Female 

2 

= 

= 

= 

2 

= 

= 

16  6 Diabetes 

Mole 

= 

= 

= 

c= 

= 

= 

= 

Female 

7 

= 

= 

= 

1 

5 

1 

17c Vascular  lesions  of 

Male 

86 

1 

3 

22 

29 

31 

nervous  system 

Female 

134 

=. 

= 

= 

■= 

= 

16 

32 

86 

18c Coronary  disease 

Male 

185 

C= 

6 

53 

65 

61 

angina 

Female 

127 

= 

= 

23 

47 

57 

19cHvper tension  with  heart 

Male 

13 

= 

<= 

=■ 

6 

4 

3 

disease 

Female 

16 

= 

= 

= 

1 

6 

9 

20c Other  heart  disease 

Male 

66 

C3 

= 

1 

2 

12 

15 

36 

Female 

95 

= 

<= 

2 

5 

21 

67 

21c0ther  circulatory 

Male 

23 

= 

4 

5 

14 

disease 

Female 

28 

5 

8 

15 

22c  Influenza 

Male 

1 

= 

=p 

= 

= 

1 

Female 

2 

= 

=. 

= 

= 

= 

2 

2 3o Pneumonia 

Male 

66 

7 

= 

1 

1 

10 

18 

29 

Female 

65 

5 

= 

=. 

3 

2 

14 

41 

24 0 Bronchi tis 

Male 

80 

=. 

= 

= 

34 

35 

11 

Female 

30 

c= 

= 

5 

7 

18 

25cOther  diseases  of 

Male 

5 

=> 

= 

C= 

=■ 

2 

1 

2 

respiratory  system 

Female 

9 

= 

1 

5 

1 

2 

t 

26 0 Ulcer  of  stomach  and 

Male 

9 

= 

<= 

= 

■= 

4 

4 

1 

duodenum 

Female 

4 

= 

= 

= 

= 

2 

2 

27c  Gastritis^  enteritis 

Male 

7 

5 

■= 

= 

=> 

1 

= 

1 

and  diarrhoea 

Female 

4 

1 

■= 

= 

2 

= 

1 

= 

28cNephritis  and  Nephrosis 

Male 

5 

<=. 

1 

1 

. 2 

1 

Female 

3 

c= 

3 

— 1 

f 
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Causes  of  Death 

Sex 

All 

Ages 

0= 

1= 

5= 

15= 

25= 

45= 

65= 

75= 

29 0 Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

Mole 

4 

<= 

= 

= 

= 

= 

= 

1 

3 

f emol e 

= 

= 

30oPregnancy 0 childbirth 

Male 

= 

= 

= 

- 

= 

abortion 
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2 

= 

= 

= 

= 

1 

1 

31o  Conqeni  tol 

mol  formations 
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10 
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1 

= 

= 

1 

= 

1 
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10 

6 

2 

1 

= 

= 

_ 

1 
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58 

19 

= 

= 

1 

= 

17 

4 

17 

defined  diseases 
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64 

9 

2 

1 

= 

6 

6 

14 

26 

33oMotor  vehicle 
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9 

= 

= 

= 

1 

4 

3 

1 

accidents 
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7 

= 

= 

= 

1 

= 

3 

= 

3 

34 » All  other  accidents 
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26 

1 

3 

1 

3 

4 

3 

6 

5 
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25 

3 

= 

= 

O 

1 

5 

3 

11 

35o  Suicide 
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8 

= 

= 

= 

1 

2 

4 

1 

- 
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5 

= 

1 

1 

o 

Z. 

1 

<= 

36 0 Homicide  and  operations 

Male 

1 

= 

= 

= 

= 

1 

= 

= 

of  war 

Female 

= 

= 

= 

= 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Measles  and  V\/hooping  Cou^h  again  formed  the  bulk  of 
notificationso  It  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  only  two  cases 
of  Poliomyelitis  occurred o In  neither  case  had  the  child  been 
vaccinated  against  Poliomyelitis o 


Scarlet  Fever  cases  were  fewer  that  in  1959  and  were  of  a 
unifom  mild  nature  o 


Dysentery  was  confirmed  in  135  cases,  the  causal  organism  in 
the  majority  of  cases  being  the  Sonne  bacillus o 

Once  again  it  is  pleasing  to  note  there  were  no  confirmed 
cases  of  diphtheria^ 
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195 

249 

Scarlet  Fever 

54 

161 

Dysentery 

135 

70 
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SUSPECTED  FOOD  POISONING  CASES  AND  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  CASES 
ASSOCIATED  WITH  FOOD  AND/OR  DRINK 


284  cases  of  suspected  food  poisoning  or  dysentery  were 
notified  during  the  yearo  Investigations  involved  402  visits  to 
patient's  houses  by  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  the  submission 
of  659  specimens  for  bacteriological  examinationo 


The  causal  agent  was  confirmed  in  the  following  cases 


Shigella  sonnei 
Salmonella  typhimurium 
Salmonella  thompson 
Clostridium  welchii 


48  cases 


6 

2 

3 


p 


One  person  continued  to  be  a carrier  of  Salmonella  typhimurium. 


An  outbreak  in  a Childrens  Day  Nursery  caused  11  of  the  cases 
of  Shigella  sonnei^  the  remaining  cases  occurring  in  isolated 
outbreakso 


The  eight  cases  of  Salmonella  food  poisoning  were  all  in 
isolated  family  outbreaks c 

The  three  cases  of  Clostridium  welchii  occurred  in  a minor 
outbreak  at  an  Old  People's  Homeo 

An  outbreak  during  the  summer  involved  43  people  at  different 
functionso  The  meals  had  been  prepared  at  a central  cafeo  The 
same  phage  type  of  staphylococcus  aureus  was  found  in  the  remnants 
of  trifles  which  had  formed  part  of  the  meals^  in  specimens  from 
those  detained  in  hospital  and  from  the  hands  of  one  of  the 
persons  preparing  the  trifles,  A major  contributory  factor  in  the 
outbreak  was  that  after  preparation  the  trifles  were  stored 
overnight  in  a warm  room. 

The  causal  agent  was  not  discovered  in  an  outbreak  affecting 
21  people  who  had  snacks  at  a factory  canteen.  No  remnants  of  food 
were  available  and  specimens  from  those  concerned  were  negative^ 
but  the  cook  preparing  the  snacks  had  had  symptoms  similar  to  those 
of  the  other  victims ^ the  day  before  the  outbreak. 

On  the  1st  August  the  Birkenhead  Public  Health  Laboratory 
was  transferred  to  Chester  and  after  this  date  all  Bacteriological 
examinations  for  the  departir^nt  have  been  carried  out  by  the 
Liverpool  Laboratory,  During  the  year  the  two  laboratories  examined 
15,300  specimens  on  our  behalf. 
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TUBERCULOSI  So 
Noti  f icationso 

The  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  during  the 
year  was  90  = a decrease  of  23  from  the  figures  of  1959c  This  is 
the  first  appreciable  decrease  since  1957 o 


Mortal  I tyo 

The  total  number  of  deaths  certified  as  due  to  tuberculosis 
was  as  follows:- 


Respiratory  o o o o = o o = o o o c 16 

Non-Re spiral ory  o = o coo  o o o 0 

16 

This  is  a decrease  of  1 on  l959o 

Tuberculosis  Reglstero 

Although  primary  notifications  have  decreased  the  number  of 
cases  on  the  register  was  1635^  as  compared  with  1618  in  1959 


Adults 

Children 
(Under  15  years) 

Total 

Respiratory  ■=  Maleo 

756 

63 

819 

° Femaleo 

602 

56 

6 58 

Non°respiratory  = Male” 

21 

45 

66 

= Femal e ° 

52 

40 

92 

Totals  “ Males 

777 

108 

885 

= Females 

6 54 

96 

750 

GRAND  TOTAL 

1431 

204 

1635 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
CREMATIONc 

The  Ifedical  Officer  of  Health  is  ^fedical  Referee  to  the 
Landican  Cremator iumo  During  the  year  1973  cremations  took  place, 
compared  with  1878  cremations  in  1959c 

MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONSc 


During  the  year  the  Medical  Staff  carried  out  1122  medical 
examinations  as  follows  0 = 
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CO°ORDINATING  COMMITTEE  ° PROBLEM  FAMILiESo 

The  Register  of  problem  families  has  been  reviewed  during  the 
yearo  Cases  have  been  discussed  by  appropriate  officers  and  liaison 
has  been  maintainedc 

CHIROPODY  SERVICEo 

A scheme  has  been  prepared  and  will  be  recommended  to  start 
on  1st  April p 1961o  The  Birkenhead  District  Nursing  Society  will 
act  as  agents  for  the  Council o Pull  details  will  be  given  in  next 
year's  Annual  Report^  but  primarily  the  arrangements  will  be  based 
on  the  scheme  already  in  operation  by  the  District  Nursing  Society o 

HEALTH  EDUCATIONc 

Health  Education  has  continued  in  the  Clinics  with  talks  on 
appropriate  subjects^  poster  displays^  group  discussions,  etcc 
Health  Visitors  directed  their  activities  on  Home  Safety  to  the 
subject  of  the  appropriate  campaign,  eogc  in  the  Slpring  "Check  that 
Pall"  and  in  the  Autumn  the  dangers  of  poisons o 

It  was  announced  in  December  that  a meeting  would  take  place 
early  in  January,  1961,  of  the  Working  Party  on  Cancer  Education 
on  Iferseysideo  It  is  hoped  that  progress  will  now  be  made  so  that 
all  aspects  of  cancer  education,  including  the  connection  between 
tobacco  smoking  and  lung  cancer  , can  be  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  general  publico 

HOME  SAFETYc 

A Spring  Campaign  = "Check  That  Pall"  was  the  subject  of 
displays  in  the  Clinicso  I am  grateful  to  the  Boy  Scouts 
Association  for  the  help  of  Scouts  in  the  distribution  of  leaflets 
to  households  in  the  Borougho  The  Autumn  campaign  of  the  dangers  of 
poisons  was  the  subject  of  displays  in  the  Clinics  and  emphasis 
by  the  Health  Visitors  in  their  home  visits o 

LIAISON  ARRANGEMENTSo 

One  of  the  Health  Visiting  Staff  attends  the  Paediatric 
Departments  of  Sto  Catherine's  Hospital  to  effect  a link  between 
hospital  and  home  in  the  case  of  children  in  Hospital  or  attending 
Out-Patients  Departments o The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  receives  a 
copy  of  the  report  sent  to  general  practitioners  about  the 
condition  of  child  patients  on  dischargee  There  is  close 
co-operation  between  the  paediatricians  and  the  Local  Authority 
Medical  Staffo  The  appropriate  services  of  the  Local  Authority 
are  readily  available  to  the  child  to  be  nursed  at  homeo 

CHILD  GUIDANCEo 

The  Local  Authority  has  not  established  a Child  Guidance 
Clinic,  but  cases  are  sent  to  the  Child  Psychiatric  Unit  established 
at  the  Children's  Hospitalo  There  is  close  co-operation  between 
the  Child  Psychiatrist  and  the  Msdical  Staff  of  the  Health  Department o 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY  SERVICEo 

During  the  year  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  42  Hamilton 
Square,  Birkenhead,  was  transferred  to  new  buildings  in  Chester 
ihis  interri:?)ted  a very  happy  partnership  which  had  been  of  great 
assistance  to  the  Health  Department c I am  confident  that  the 
Department  will  have  the  same  helpful  co=operation  from  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  at  Mount  Pleasant,  Liverpool.  Indeed  this  is 
already  evident  from  the  smooth  transfer  of  work  and  the  helpful 
service  which  is  being  giveno 

SESSIONAL  MEETING  OF  THE  ROYAL  SOCIETY  OF  HEALTHo 

A sessional  meeting  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health  was 
organised  by  the  staff  of  the  Health  Efepartmentc  Lord  Cohen  of 
Birkenhead  presided  over  a well  attended  meeting  in  the  Town  Hall 
in  October o 

The  subjects  under  discussion  were  "The  Care  of  the  Aged  - 
a paper  given  by  Dtc  BoKo  Ellenbogen,  Consultant  Physician. 
Birkenhead  and  Wallasey  Hospitals,  and  ‘Hygienic  Refuse  Disposal 
by  Mtc  Po  Roberts,  Cleansing  Si:5)erintendent o In  the  afternoon 
visits  were  paid  to  Port  Sunlight  and  Cadbury  Bros.,  Moreton.  It 
was  singularly  appropriate  that  Lord  Cohen,  who  is  President  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  Health  and  a distinguished  Freeman  of  Birkenhead; 
presided  over  this  meeting o His  inspiring  chairmanship  was 
appreciated  by  all  present  and  not  the  least  by  those  organising 
the  meeting o 

CENTRALISED  ACCOMMODATIONo 

The  need  for  increased  office  accommodation  and  improved 
clinic  accommodation  to  replace  the  existing  clinic  at 
3 Conway  Street  have  been  the  subject  of  much  thought  by  the 
Health  Committee o 

An  outline  scheme  to  provide  office  accommodation  for  the 
Health,  Children's  and  Welfare  Ehpartments  and  suitable  Clinic 
provision  has  been  approved  in  principle o The  site  chosen  is  the 
ground  adjacent  to  the  Education  Office  in  Hamilton  Square = 

INCIDENCE  OF  BLINDNESSo 

The  total  number  of  Registered  Blind  Persons  on  31st  Dfecember, 
1960,  was  355  (130  males  and  225  females  )o  On  the  corresponding 
date  in  1959  there  were  349  names  on  the  register  (131  males  and 
218  females  )o  New  cases  during  the  year  numbered  42  (12  males  and 
30  females )o  9 inward  transfers  (3  male  and  6 female)  occurredo 

Efeaths,  decertifications,  transfers  to  other  areas  accounted 
for  the  deletion  of  45  names  (16  males  and  29  females )o 

Partially  sighted  cases  number0d95  (35  males  and  60  females) 
as  at  31ol2o60o  Corresponding  figures  for  1959  were  93  (87  males 
and  56  females  )o  Additions  to  this  register  numbered  17  (6  irales 
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and  11  females ) during  1960o 

Deaths,  decertifications,  removals  from  the  borough  and 
transfers  to  the  Blind  Register  reduced  the  number  on  the  register 
by  13  (7  males  and  6 females)  but  inward  transfers  numbered  4 
( 1 male  and  3 females ) o 

Of  the  355  Registered  Blind  Persons  1S2  (45  males  and  137 
females ) are  over  the  age  of  70^  and  of  the  partially  sighted  37 
(9  males  and  28  females)  are  over  70o 

There  are  12  blind  (5  male  and  7 female)  and  4 partially 
sighted  (3  males  and  1 female)  children  under  the  age  of  sixteeno 

Blind  and  partially  sighted  persons  in  employment  number  40 
( 29  males  and  11  females ) and  17  ( 11  males  and  6 females ) 
respect ivelyo 

During  1960^  76  examinations  were  carried  out  by  ophthalmic 
surgeons  =*  57  first  examinations  and  19  re-examinationso 

The  cause  of  blindness  in  the  42  new  registrations  was  as 
follows  °— 


Cataract  o e o o o o coo  o o o o o o 17 

Glaucoma  ooo  ooo  ooo  ooo  ooo  6 

Congenital,  Myopic  and 

Other  Defects  coo  ooo  coo  ooo  19 

The  Partially  Sighted  Persons  notified  in  the  same  period  were 

Cataract  ooo  ooo  ooo  ooo  ooo  5 

Glaucoma  ooo  Too  ooo  ooo  ooo;  1 

Other  Defects  11 

Ao  - Follow-up  of  Registered  Blind  and  Partially  Sighted  Personso 

(i)  Number  of  Cases 

Registered  during  the 
Year  in  respect  of 
which  Parao7(c)  of 
Form  BoDc  8 Recommends « = 

(a)  No  Treatment 

(b)  Treatment  (Medical, 

Surgical  or 
Optical) 

(ii)  Number  of  Cases  at  (i) 

(b)  above  which  on 
follow=up  action  have 
received  treatment 


Cause  of  Disability 

Cataract 

Glaucoma 

Others 

5 

1 

13 

17 

6 

17 

15 

5 

15 

17 


Ba  * Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  Cases  Nil 

Retrolentol  Fibroplasia  Cases  Nil 


SPASTICS  AND  EPILEPTICSo 


Spasticss 

The  following  particulars  relate  to  Birkenhead  children  known 
to  be  suffering  from  spastic  conditions  as  at  31st  Eecember,  1960.= 


Attending  ordinary  schools  o coo 

" Hospital  Special  School  o o 
At  School  for  pasties,  Birkenhead  o c 
At  Residential  Special  School 


9 pi^iils 

1 pi^)!! 

8 pi:5)ils 

1 pi^)!! 

19  p\:5)ils 


The  names  of  eleven  adults  are  included  in  the  Handicapped 
Persons  Register  as  suffering  from  spastic  conditions:  Eight  of 
these  were  living  in  their  own  homes  and  three  more  in  special 
Homes  or  Hospital o 


Epi 1 epticso 

There  are  58  epileptics  on  the  Handicapped  Persons  Register  - 
48  live  in  their  own  homes  and  10  are  in  Epileptic  Colonies 

The  problem  of  epilepsy  in  school  children  is  not  an  acute  one 
=>  only  two  children  are  registered  on  the  Handicapped  Pi^Dils  Register 


In  medical  inspections  carried  out  during  the  year  17  pi:5)ils 
were  noted  to  be  kept  under  observationo 


CARE  OF  MOTH 

ERS  AND  YOUNG  CH 

S L 

D R E N 

SNFANT  WELFARE  CENTRESo 

At  the  end  of  the  year^  Infant  Welfare  Centres  were 

open  as 

follows  c°“ 

Central  Clinic 

Monday  and  Wednesday 

2 = 

4 Porno 

South  Clinic 

Tuesday  and  Wednesday 

2 = 

4 Pofflo 

North'  Qinic 

Wednesday  and  Thursday 

2 = 

4 Pofflo 

Balls  Road  Clinic 

Thursd^  and  Friday 

2 = 

4 Pom 

Upton  Qinic 

Tuesday 

2 = 

4 poffi 

Woodchurch  Clinic 

Monday 

2 = 

4 p me 

Prenton  Qinic 

Thursday 

2 = 

4 Poffio 

Thingwoll  Qinic 

Alternate  Fridays 

2 = 

4 Pom 

The  attendances  of  children  under  1 year^  and  two  years  to 
five  years  have  increased  as  con^ared  with  1959  = an  increase  of 
approximately  1®  500  attendances  having  been  notedo 
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Attendances  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

Below  are  set  out  details. 
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DENTAL  TREATMENT. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Education  Committee,  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers  and  children  uader  5 years  of  age  can  receive  dental 
treatment  by  the  School  Dental  Staff  at  the  School  Dental  Clinic. 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  dental  care  provided 


Examined 

Needing 

Treatment 

Treated 

Made 

Dentally 

Fit 

Expectant  and  Nursing 

IVb  thers 

2 

1 

= 

= 

Children  under  five 

86 

80 

76 

70 

Forms  of  Dental  Treatment  provided 


Scal= 

ing 

and 

gum 

Treat- 

ment 

Fill- 

ings 

Silver 

Nitrate 

Treat- 

ment 

Crowns 

Extract- 

ions 

General 

Dentures 

Provided 

Radio 

grq^h 

or 

Inlays 

Anaes- 

thetics 

Full 
U or 
L 

Part 
U or 
L 

Expectant  and 
Nursing  Mothers 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Children  under 
five 

4 

130 

74 

■= 

DAY  NURSERSES. 


The  following  table  shows  the  attendances  during  the  year. 


Name  of 

Nursery 

Copaci ty 

No,  on  re 
End  of  1 

gister  at 
tne  year 

Average  daily  atten- 
dances during  the 
year. 

0-2 

2-5 

0-2 

2-5 

Cavendish  Road 

25  places 

7 

16 

4 

15 

Old  Chester  Road 

25  places 

6 

14 

3 

11 

NURSING  HOMES  REGISTRATION  - PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936  - SECTION  187. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  three  Nursing  Homes  registered 
in  the  Borough, 

All  Nursing  Homes  are  inspected  periodically  by  Medical 
Officers  of  the  Health  Department, 

NURSERIES  AND  CHILD  MINDERS  REGULATION  ACT,  I9^8. 

In  February  one  child  minder  was  registered  to  look  after  not 
more  than  four  children.  This  address  is  kept  under  supervision  by 
regular  visits  of  one  of  the  Medical  Staff  of  the  Department, 
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Phenyl ketonuri a. 

Following  a helpful  talk  by  Dr«  A«C,  Kirby,  Consultant 
Paediatrician,  a start  was  made  on  routine  testing  of  babies  in 
February. 

EUring  the  year  1449  babies  were  tested  and  one  positive  reactor 
was  found  and  referred  to  the  Consultant  Paediatrician. 

CARE  OF  PREMATURE  INFANTS. 

During  the  year  211  premature  babies  were  bom.  22  were  still- 
born and  189  bom  alive.  160  were  bom  in  hospital,  one  in  a nursing 
home  and  50  at  home.  15  of  the  babies  bom  at  home  were  transferred 
to  the  Premature  Baby  Unit  for  nursing.  All  premature  infants  are  the 
subject  of  particular  attention  by  Midwives  and  Health  Visitors. 

CONVALESCENT  TREATMENT. 

21  children  under  5 years  of  age  were  recommended  for 
convalescent  treatment  during  the  year. 

VOLUNTARY  AGENCIES  ASSISTED  BY  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

(a)  Sto  Elizabeth''s  Convent 

No,  of  attendances  during  the  year 
101  1st  Visits  824  Re-Visits 

(b)  Birkenhead  & District  Mothers"  Welfare  Clinic 

Of  the  751  new  patients  were  given  advice  at 
the  clinic  during  the  year,  308  were  residents 
of  the  B.rkenhead  Borough, 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

There  were  two  maternal  deaths  during  1960.  All  maternal  deaths 
are  the  subject  of  special  investigation  by  experts  appointed  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  WELFARE  FOODS. 

There  was  a decline  again  in  the  demand  for  Welfare  Poods  during 
the  year.  National  Dried  Milk,  Orange  Juice,  Vitamin  Tablets  and  Cod 
Liver  Oil  continue  to  be  distributed  from  eleven  centres  in  the 


Borough. 

Dried  Milk 

Cod  Liver  Oil 

Vitamin  Tablets 

Orange  Juice 

1956 

91152 

12658 

6625 

82305 

1957 

71722  - 

9872 

6282 

83325  * 

* restricted  to 
under  2 yrs. 

1958 

59290 

5388 

5493 

46117 

1959 

54861 

5196 

5849 

48089 

1960 

47927 

4897 

5121 

46283 
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MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 


NUMBER  OF  MIDWIVESo 

During  the  year,  50  Midwives  gave  notice  of  their  intention  to 
practise  in  the  Borough,  as  follows 


Municipal  Midwives  14 

Private  Midwives  i 

Midwives  in  Hospitals  & Institutions  33 

Midwives  in  Private  Nursing  Homes  ^ 
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SUPERVISfONo 

The  Non-Medical  Supervisor  of  Midwives,  Miss  M.  Pringle,  SR  if 
So Co Mo,  HoVoCc,  Mo To Do  carried  ou  the  following  work:- 


Inspection  of  MidwiveSo  Nursing  Visits  ^ 12 

Visits  to  Midwives'’  homes  70 

Interviews  at  Office  359 

Work  with  Student  Midwives « 

Interviews  at  Office  246 

Supervision  of  Nursings  360 

Supervision  of  Deliveries  92 

Lecture  Sessions  126 

Visits  in  connection  withe 

Cases  requiring  medical  aid  71 

Cases  of  Puerperal  F^rexia 

Cases  of  stillbirth  5 

Expectant  mothers  268 

Other  VisitSo  81 

Attendances  at  Ante°natal  Clinics  142 

Attendances  at  Relaxation  Qinics  92 


NUMBER  OF  CASES  ATTENDED  BY  MIDWIVES  ° 9l3o 

The  number  of  domiciliary  confinements  attended  by  Midwives  alone 
( no  doctor  in  attendance ) numbered  80lo 

CASES  REQUIRING  MEDICAL  AIDo 

166  cases  were  notified  by  Midwives  in  which  medical  aid  had 
been  called,,  as  against  179  in  the  previous  yearo 

NOTIFICATIONS  RECEIVED  FROM  MIDWIVESo 

11  births  6 

Deaths 


MUNICIPAL  MIDWIVESc 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  of  the  Municipal 
Midwives  during  the  year; 

Noo  of  Bookings  1090 

Noo  of  Births  attended  ° 

(a)  as  Maternity  Nurse  112 

(b)  as  Midwife  801  913 

Noo  of  Visits  to  Patients  2 2616 
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GAS  AND  AIR  ANALGESIAo 

Gas  axid  air  analgesia  was  administered  by  the  Municipal 
Midwives  to  657  patients o 

PETHIDINEo 

Municipal  Midwives  administered  pethidine  to  658  patients 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUMo 

No  case  was  notified  during  the  yearo 

DISTRICT  MIDWIFERY  TRAININGo 

During  the  year  the  arrangements  for  Pupil  Midwives  taking 
Part  II  Midwifery  Training  at  the  Maternity  Hospital  and  completing 
their  district  training  under  the  supervision  of  the  Non-Medical 
Supervisor  of  Midwives  have  continued  in  a most  satisfactory  mannero 
13  Pipil  Midwives  corrpleted  their  training  during  the  year  under 
review  and  all  were  successful  in  obtaining  their  Part  II 
Certificates o 

ESTABLISHMENTo 

During  the  year  a Pupil  Midwife  who  had  completed  her  Part  II 
Training  in  Birkenhead  successfully  applied  for  appoiatment  as  a 
Domiciliary  Midwife ^ thus  bringing  the  establishment  up  to  full 
strengtho  One  of  the  retired  Midwives  who  had  returned  temporarily 
to  help  out  during  staffing  difficulties  was  replaced  by  the 
appointment  of  a Midwife  previously  employed  as  a part-time 
Maternity  Nurse  o This  Midwife  had  undertaken  a Midwifery 
Refresher  Course  at  Sto  Catherine's  Hospital  in  order  to  apply  for 
the  full-time  appointment o It  has  been  necessary  to  employ  two 
part-time  Maternity  Nurses  owing  to  pressure  of  work  and  the 
increased  number  of  early  discharges  from  the  Hospitals o 

MIDWIVES'  RELIEF  DUTYo 

The  position  in  Birkenhead  is  that  the  Domiciliary  Midwives 
work  a rota  under  which  they  are  on  continuous  day  and  night  duty 
for  six  or  seven  days  consecutively^  with  a continuous  $-hour 
period  off  duty  following o Every  fourth  week  this  is  extended  to 
a continuous  96-hour  period  off  dutyo  Ehch  Midwife  whilst  on  duty 
on  her  district  also  acts  as  relief  during  any  time  a Midwife  on  an 
adjoining  district  to  hers  is  not  on  dutyo 

It  is  hoped  that  it  may  be  possible  in  the  course  of  time  to 
introduce  a night  rota  system  in  order  to  ease  the  staffing  positiono 

ANTE-NATAL  RELAXATION  EXERCISESo 

The  classes  combine  instruction  in  relaxation  in  preparation 
for  the  confinement  with  instruction  in  mothercrafto 

The  relaxation  exercises  are  given  and  si?)ervised  by  specially 
trained  Physiotherapists c The  demonstrations  and  mothercraft  lectures 
are  given  by  Midwives  and  Health  Visitors o 
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At  ten  dance  So 


Qinic 

Sessions 

Patioi  ts 

Attendances 

North 

49 

155 

1059 

Sou  th 

50 

83 

577 

Totals 

99 

238 

16  36 

CARE  OF  UNMARRfED  MOTHERS  AND  CHILDREN 

Arrangements  are  in  operation  for  the  care  ai^  welfare  of 
unmarried  mothers  and  their  childreno  Close  co-operation  is 
maintained  with  Moral  Welfare  Associations  aid  Churches  of  all 
denominations  o 

The  Local  Health  Authority  contributes  £50  annually  to  the 
funds  of  the  Birkenhead  and  Wirral  Moral  Vfelfare  Association: 

These  expectant  mothers  are  encouraged  to  attend  Ante-natal  Clinics 
and  to  enter  Mother  and  Baby  Homes  where  it  is  deemed  desirable 
The  usual  practice  is  for  the  expectant  mother  to  enter  the  home 
before  the  confinement  and  to  remain  following  the  birth  of  the  baby 
The  Usual  length  of  stay  averages  twelve  weeks  c 


ANTE-NATAL  CLINICSo 

Ante=natal  clinics  were  held  once  weekly  at  the  Central  Clinic 
and  the  North  and  South  Clinics o Clinics  were  held  on  152 
occasions the  number  of  patients  dealt  with  being  1174  and 

the  total  number  of  attendances  made  being  4237  255  patients  had 

attended  during  1959o 


Attendances  at  Clinicso 


Clinic 

Noo  of  Sessions 

Noo  of  Cases 

No  of 
Attendances 

Central 

52 

491 

1569 

North 

51 

289 

1178 

Sou  th 

49 

394 

1490 
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HEALTH  VISITING 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  staff  position  shoved  two  vacancies 
for  Health  Visitors o It  is  anticipated  that  these  will  be  filled  by 
two  Student  Health  Visitors  on  completion  of  trainingo  In  order 
to  free  Health  Visitors  for  the  work  for  which  they  have  been 
specially  trainedy  two  part-time  State  Registered  Nurses  have  been 
employed y mainly  on  Clinic  duties o 

The  association  between  the  Geriatric  Unit  at  Stc  Catherine's 
Hospital  and  the  Health  Eepartment  which  commenced  in  1959  has 
developed  sat is factor ilyy  a pattern  of  regular  visiting  of  the  aged 
has  emerged  and  the  presence  of  a Health  Visitor  at  Out-Patient 
Clinic  and  Ward  Rounds  is  proving  beneficialc 

At  the  other  end  of  the  age  range  - young  children  - similar 
liaison  has  been  established  and  a Health  Visitor  attends  the 
Paediatric  Out-Patients  Department  at  Sto  Catherine's  Hospitalo 
This  together  with  the  free  inter-change  of  information  between 
Consultant  Paediatrician  and  Health  Department  is  proving  most  usefulo 

Testing  of  young  babies  for  phenylketonuria  is  now  a 
recognised  feature  of  the  work  of  the  Health  Visitorsy  and  1,500 
examinations  were  made  during  the  yearo 

The  ascertainment  of  deafness  in  selected  groips  of  young 
children  haS  continued  and  130  children  were  examinedo 

The  teaching  of  mothercraft  has  continued  at  Sto  Catherine's 
Hospital  and  at  Municipal  Ante-natal  and  Relaxation  Clinics o 

Opportunity  has  been  taken  of  showing  groips  of  student  nurses 
the  various  aspects  of  Health  Visitingo  Students  from  the  Calder 
College  of  Domestic  Science  have  accompanied  Health  Visitors  as 
observers  as  part  of  their  training  course o 

The  Health  Visitors  are  employed  on  all  sections  of  the  medical 
work  of  the  Departmenty  thus  obtaining  co-ordination  between  the 
Public  He alth^^ Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  School  Health  Serviceso 
Each  Visitor  is  allotted  a district  of  the  Borough  for  which  she  is 
responsible o 

VISITING  IN  THE  HOMEo 

The  following  is  a summary  of  work  done  by  the  Health  Visitors 

2771  first  visits  were  paid  to  infants  under  one  year  oldo 
111227  subsequent  visits  were  paid  to  infants  under  one  year 
oldo 

17891  routine  visits  were  paid  to  infants  over  one  year  and 
under  five  years  oldo 

392  first  visits  were  paid  to  expectant  mothers o 
134  re-visits  were  paid  to  expectant  mothers o 
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479  visits  were  paid  in  connection  with  miscellareous  matters 
5014  visits  were  paid  in  which  no  access  could  be  obtairjed 
443  visits  were  paid  to  aged. 

CLiNfC  DUTIES  AND  ATTENDANCESo 


Infant  Welfare  1372 

Ante^natal  179 

Ultra  Violet  Roy  64 

Medical  Examinations  160 

BcC  G Vaccination  32 

Ante^natal  Relaxation  144 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccination  178 

Mothercraft  (Sto  Catherine's  Hospital;  47 

Ascertainment  of  hearing  (under  5;  59 

Geriatric  Clinic  Sto  Catherine's  Hospital  40 

Paedratric  ° 40 


VISITS  TO  TUBERCULOSIS  CASESc 

The  homes  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  are  visited  regularly  by 
Health  Visitcrso  During  the  year  Health  Visitors  made  first 


visits  and  2028  revisits 

On  524  ocCcLsions  there  was 

no  access 

HOME  N U 

R S 1 N G S E R V 1 

C E 

Cases  brought  forward 

STATISTICS 

from  1959  426 

V i959> 

V 406  y 

New  cases  deal t wi th 

during  1960o  1339 

vi696; 

Total  Cases  nursedS  176  5 

v2i02; 

CLASSiFICATION 

OF  CASES  AND  VISITS  PAID 

Cases 

Vi 

sits 

(1959) 

(1959) 

Medical 

Surgical 

Infectious  Diseases 
Tuberculosis 

Maternal  complications 

1442  11737) 

228  ( 232) 

1 ( 4) 

61  ( 66) 

3 3 ( 63) 

54240 

6467 

9 

1667 

347 

(56483) 

V 9347) 

V 32) 

( 386  3) 

( 691) 

TOTAL 

1765  (2102) 

6 2730 

(70416) 

Number  of  patients  having  more  than  24 

Visits  in  the  year 

347 

(1959) 

( 557) 

Number  of  patients  over  65  at  1st  visit 

1114 

(1959) 

(1440) 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  patients  over  65 

28187 

(26275) 

Number  of  patients  under 

5 at  1st  visit 

30 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  under  fives 

410 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  INJECTIONS 
(To  patients  not  having  other  nursing  treatment) 


Cases 

(1959) 

Vi  sits 

(1959) 

Penicillin 

257 

( 322) 

2161 

(2949) 

Streptomycin 

63 

( 88) 

3532 

(4886) 

Mersolyl 

128 

( 195) 

5126 

(7319) 

Insulin 

54 

( 95) 

366  3 

(6055) 

Morphia 

16 

( ’6) 

210 

( 40) 

Cytamen 

187 

= 

3594 

■= 

Others 

23 

( 32) 

297 

(1349) 

728 

(1053) 

18583 

(30904) 

VISITS 

BY  SUPERINTENDENT 

(1959) 

Supervisory  with 

staff 

46 

72 

Alone 

17 

29 

Nursing 

25 

94 

Casual 

17 

23 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  number  of  cases  treated  in  1960 
shows  a decrease  compared  with  1959 o 

Visits  paid  to  patients  over  65  years,  however,  show  an 
increase  of  nearly  2®000o  The  number  of  cases  requiring  injections 
only  has  decreased  and  there  is  a marked  drop,  30,904  in  1959  and 
IS,  583  in  l90Oo 

Changes  in  treatment  may  well  be  a cause  and,  of  course,  certain 
cases  previously  requiring  injections  only  have  required  general 
nursing o 

If  the  trend  shown  this  year  of  a decreasing  number  of  visits  is 
continued,  careful  though  must  be  given  to  the  numbers  on  the 
establishmento 


IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 

During  the  year  consideration  was  given  to  the  programme  of 
immunisation  as  practised  in  the  Health  Department  following  the 
symposium  on  immunisation  in  childhood  in  l959o  The  following 
programne  was  introducedo  General  practitioners  were  informed  in 
case  they  wished  to  follow  it  in  their  practiceso 


Age 

2=6  months  1st  Dose 


2nd  Dose 
3rd  Dose 

6 ° 10  months  1st  Dose 

2nd  Dose 


Vaccine 

Triple  Vaccine  (Diphtheria^  Pertussis  and 
Tetanus) c 

interval  of  4 weeks 

0 0 0 • 0 j 1 

4 weeks 

Fbliomyeli tis  Vaccine 

“ " interval  of  4 weeks 
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Age  Vaccine 

10  = 14  months  Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

14  <=  18  months  ^Booster  dose  Triple  Vaccine 

3rd  Dose  Poliomyelitis  Vaccine 
5 years  Booster  Diphtheria  and  Tetanus 

8=9  years  Booster  Diphtheria  and  Tetanus 

Re= Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

13  = 15  years  Bo  C Gc  Vaccination 

(If  any  exposure  to  tuberculous 
infection  B. C G at  any  age; 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  Alone 
Primary  Injections  = 

Up  to  8 years  2 doses  of  FoT  at  4 weeks  intervals 

Over  8 years  3 doses  of  ToA  Fo  at  4 weeks  intervals 

'Booster'  dose  1 c Co  T A F 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUN I SATIONo 

It  is  estimated  that  44  5 per  cent  of  children  under  five 
years  of  age  and  82b 35  per  cent  of  the  school  population  have 
been  immunisedo 

There  has  been  a welcome  increase  in  the  number  of  children 
immunised  following  outbreaks  of  diphtheria  in  other  parts  of  the 
countryo  There  is  an  increasing  awareness  on  the  part  of  parents 
that  only  by  ensuring  adequate  immunisation  can  diphtheria  be  kept 
at  bayo 


Rrimary 

Reinforcing 

Inj  ections 

0=4  years 

5=9  years 

10  = 14  years 

15  years  and  over 

1,846 

648 

129 

36 

143 

1,416 

722 

41 

2,659 

2,322 

Medical 

Officers 

(General 

Hactitioners 

Immunisation  against 

Diphtheria 

1,309 

578 

Reinforcing  Injections 
against  Diphtheria 

1,433 

530 

Combined  Whooping  Cough 

and  Diphtheria  Immunisation 

= 

158 

Combined  Whooping  Cough 

and  Diphtheria  Immunisation 
(Reinforcing  Injection) 

81 

Triple  Antigen 

19 

593 

Triple  Antigen  (Reinforcing 

Inj  ection) 

= 

278 

Immunisation  against 

Diphtheria  and  Tetanus 

=. 

2 

2B 

IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  WHOOPING  COUGHo 


Infant  Welfare 
Centres 

GoPol 

1 years 

259 

25 

2 years 

390 

60 

3 years 

32 

11 

4 

15 

7 

5 yeo'ps.. 

10 

7 

6 years 

6 

4 

712 

114 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX^ 

By  Medical  Officers  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres  718 

% General  Practitioners  lo243 

1.961 


Age  at  Date  of 

0 = 1 

1 - 2 

2 = 4 

5 ° 14 

15  years 

Total 

Vaccination 

years 

years 

years 

years 

and  over 

Number  Vaccinated 

700 

542 

80 

57 

143 

1.522 

Number  Re°vaccinated 

7 

5 

12 

44 

371 

439 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELI Tl So 

Although  all  persons  under  40  years  of  age  and  certain  other 
priority  groups  are  now  eligible  to  receive  vaccination  against 
poliomyelitis  the  number  availing  themselves  of  this  offer  is  most 
dis appointing o 

The  need  for  protection  in  this  way  is  continually  being 
brought  to  the  notice  of  parents  and  young  persons  but,  as  in  the 
case  of  immunisation  against  diphtheria^  the  rarity  of  cases  has 
caused  apathyo 

Neither  of  the  two  children  who  contracted  the  disease  during 
this  year  had  been  vaccinated  against  ito 

During  1960  the  following  injections  were  given:- 


By  Health 
Depto 

General 
Rracti tioners 

Hospital 

Mo  Os 

Total 

1st  & 2nd  Injections 

1939 

3168 

47 

5154 

3rd  Injections 

4174 

6465 

20 

10659 

following  tabulated  statement  shows  the  numbers  immunised  against  Diphtheria  each  year  since  1939° 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

I am  obliged  to  the  Chief  Fire  Officer  for  the  following 
report  on  this  service  for  1960o 

This  Service  attended  a total  of  52,998  calls^  a reduction  of 
69  upon  last  year's  figures.  Mileage,  however,  at  177,374  increased 
by  2,448o  The  reduction  in  calls  was  due  to  a lessening  in  the 
number  of  emergency  calls  tending  to  offset  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  non-emergency  cases.  I regret  to  report  that  29  malicious 
calls  were  made  during  the  year. 

Transport  was  provided  for  the  Emergency  Maternity  Plying  Squad 
on  twelve  occasions,  whilst  resuscitation  gases  were  used  on  66 
occasions,  sometimes  in  conjunction  with  Fire  Brigade  equipment. 

rXiring  the  course  of  the  year  two  new  diesel  Bedford  Ambulances 
were  taken  into  service  and  the  fleet  now  has  six  diesel  vehicles. 

The  diesel  ambulances  with  a mileage  of  34,750  used  1478 
gallons  at  a cost  of  approximately  £261,  whilst  the  six  petrol 
ambulances  with  a mileage  of  24,802  used  2,134  gallons  at  an 
approximate  cost  of  £511.  These  diesel  ambulances  have  given 
efficient  service  but  there  is  a minor  discomfort  through  vibration 
when  the  vehicle  is  stopped  with  engine  running  at,  say,  traffic 
lights  or  junctions,  but  this  fault  is  far  outweighed  by  very  much 
more  economical  running  costs. 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  CALLS. 


Type 

Colls 

Patients 

Mileage 

Home  Accidents 

568 

573 

2663 

Works  Accidents 

629 

648 

2320 

Street  Accidents 

1081 

1226 

4510 

Matemi  ty 

930 

930 

4649 

Eimergency  Illness 

1858 

1858 

7633 

Removals 

46385 

46642 

149029 

Special  Services 

783 

- 

4034 

Abor  tive 

764 

- 

2536 

52998 


51877 


177374 
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MUTUAL  ASSISTANCE. 


Assistance  to 

Calls 

Mileage 

Wallasey 

26 

239 

Cheshire 

15 

185 

Others 

27 

414 

Assistance  from 


Wallasey 

Cheshire  1 10 


STANDBYS. 


Standby  for 

Wallasey  77 

Cheshire  3 


Standby  f rom 


Wallasey 

Cheshire 


ESTABLISHMENT. 


Rank 


Approved 


Actual 


Station  Officer  1 

Shift  Leaders  3 

Driver /Attendants  31  - 36 


1 

3 

32 


(The  Senior  Driver /Attendant  in  each  shift  acts  as 
deputy  to  the  Shift  Leader  during  periods  of  Annual 
Leave  and  Sickness) 


Variations 


Nil 
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DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 

Year  by  year  the  demands  on  this  service  growc  The  greatest 
increase  is  in  the  category  of  chronic  sick^  aged  and  infirm^  as  will 
be  seen  in  the  statistics  of  the  service o More  mothers  are  having 
their  infants  at  hone  and  this  has  also  reflected  on  the  calls. 

The  services  of  an  Assistant  Organiser  have  been  very  welcome; 
a consequent  increase  in  the  number  of  supervisory  and  other  visits 
to  households  by  the  Organiser  and  her  assistant  has  been  notedo 

At  the  end  of  the  yearj,  a review  of  the  charges  and  methods 
of  assessment  was  commenced  with  particular  reference  to  applicants 
in  receipt  of  National  Assistance  and  in  reduced  fiaancial 
circumstances  o 


CASES  PROVIDED  WITH  DOMESTIC  HELP  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Materni ty 

72 

(19  59) 
57 

Tuberculosis 

3 

12 

Chronic  Sick^  Aged  & Infirm 

625 

545 

Others 

26 

49 

726 

663 

NUMBER  OF  HOURS  WORKED  BY  DOMESTIC  HELPERS^- 

(1959) 

Maternity a Ilinessa  etco  Cases  4319^  4025 

Chronic  Sick^  Aged  and  Infirm  7 8 366!4  68033^ 

8 26  8 6 7 205^% 


The  following  table  shows  the  growth  of  the  Domestic  Help 
Service  since  1948:= 


Hours  Worked 

Cases 

Visits  “ Organiser 
and  Assistant 

1948 

14626 

112 

N/A 

1949 

21905 

292 

N/A 

1950 

40205 

355 

1386 

1951 

47889 

432 

1376 

1952 

53431 

467 

1745 

1953 

608  56 

480 

1894 

1954 

61646 

488 

1784 

19  55 

60497 

533 

1347 

1956 

62057 

616 

1486 

19  57 

63290 

611 

1457 

1958 

71329 

618 

1185  ^ 

1959 

72059 

663 

1055  ^ 

1960 

82686 

12^ 

1684 

Figure  down  due  to  staff  chongeso 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS  > CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE 


CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE  COMMITTED 

The  constitution  of  the  Committee  remains  unchanged  and  is 
composed  of  representatives  of  the  Health  Committee,  the  Johji  Lloyd 
Corkhill  Trusty  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  ard  tne  St-  Johji 
Ambulance  Brigade o Urder  our  arrangerr^nt  with  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board j Dtc  Ec  Blackstock^  Tuberculosis  Medical  Officer - 
continues  to  deal  with  contacts  coming  under  the  scheme t 


The  Tuberculosis  Almoner  has  her  office  at  the  Central  Chest 
Clinic j 42j  Hamilton  Squares  Birkenhead s and  visits  hospitals  and 
the  chest  clinics  at  Stc  James  Hospital  and  Mill  Lane  Hospitals 
Wallasey o 


Chalets s nursing  equipments  destructible  paper  ci5)Ss  paper 
handkerchiefs  and  free  milk  are  supplied  where  required o 


1815  interviews  were  held  in  the  Almoner's  Office  during  the 
years  1819  home  and  hospital  visits  were  madej  79  patients  were 
referred  to  the  National  Assistance  Board  for  financial  help  and 
204  cases  were  referred  to  other  organisations o 


During  the  year  20  families  were  referred  for  rehousings  4 
of  the  cases  referred  were  rehoused o 


24  patients  were  provided  with  convalescent  treatment  or 
holidays s 17  through  the  John  Lloyd  Corkhill  Trusts  and  7 by 
other  organisations c 
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HEALTH  VISITINGo 

Each  case  of  tuberculosis  occurring  in  the  Borough^  and  which 
has  been  notified  to  the  l^dical  Officer  of  Healthy  is  visited 
regularly  by  the  Health  Visitor  who  advises  as  to  nursing  rrethods 
and  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  the  disease o 


On  the  initial  visits  details  of  contacts  are  obtained  and, 
together  with  housing  and  family  conditions^  are  reported  to  the 
Chest  Physicians  for  their  informationc 


OCCUPATjONAL  THERAPYo 

Handicrafts  are  taught  on  Thursday  afternoons  at  the 
Outpatients’'  Handicraft  Class  at  Sto  James  Hospital,  and  teaching  is 
given  on  the  wards  for  one  session  each  weekc  Under  our 
arrangeirent  with  the  Anne  Glassey  Workshop,  Wallasey,  12  patients 
attended  daily  for  occupational  therapyo 


Handicraft  materials  to  patients  at  home  and  in  hospital  are 
issued  through  the  Almoner ’'s  office  o 


REHABlLJTATIONo 

Many  patients  find  their  own  employment,  often  with  their 
former  employers,  when  passed  as  fit  for  worko 


44  of  the  others  were  referred  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour  with 
a view  to  suitable  employment o One  male  patient  was  sent  for  a 
course  of  residential  rehabilitation  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour 
Industrial  Rehabilitation  Unit:  10  were  placed  as  Ministry  of 
Labour  trainees;  6 at  the  Anne  Glassey  Workshop,  Wallasey,  2 at 
the  Aintree  Ministry  of  Labour  Training  Courses,  for  courses  in 
light  engineering;  one  girl  commenced  training  as  a comptaneter 
operator,  and  one  girl  commenced  a secretarial  course  at  Skerry's 
Collegeo 

Through  the  generosity  of  the  John  Lloyd  Corkhill  Trust 
correspondence  courses  were  arranged  for  two  male  patients  in 
cleaver  Hospital,  one  in  languages,  the  other  in  accounts o 
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Arrangements  were  made  for  a third  patient  to  take  a pre 
University  Course  at  the  Liverpool  School  of  Conurerce. 

EXAMINATION  OF  CONTACTSo 

Although  the  notifications  of  tuberculosis  have  decreased 
during  the  year  the  examination  of  contacts  have  been  well 
maintained o 419  adults  of  733  asked  to  attend  had  an  X-ray  of 
chest o 513  children  attended  for  clinical  examination  and  skin 
tests o In  allj  657  child  contacts  had  been  asked  to  attend 

The  ratio  of  contacts  examined  per  notified  case  has  risen 
from  8o345  in  1959  to  I0o575  in  1960, 

In  addition  to  the  contacts  of  new  caseS;  256  adult  contacts 
from  previous  years  attended  for  periodical  reviews-:  Of  the 
contacts  examined  two  male  and  one  female  were  fouixi  to  be 
suffering  from  tuberculosis  and  six  children  were  found  to  have 
primary  lesionso  The  high  ratio  of  contacts  examined  per 
notified  case  reflects  great  credit  on  all  concerned  = clest 
physiciansp  nursing  staff , Tuberculosis  Almoner  and  Health  Visitors 

BoCoGn  VACCINATION  AT  CHEST  CLIN  I Co 

92  children  were  found  to  be  Mantoux  positive  and  were  X-rayed 
and,  as  has  been  stated,  six  were  found  to  have  primary  lesions 

340  children  were  given  B-C  Go  Vaccination  7 Student  Nurses 
were  given  BoCoGo  Eetails  of  Bo  Co Go  Vaccination  of  school 
children  carried  out  by  the  kfedical  Staff  of  the  School  Health 
Service  are  as  follows 

SCHOOL  CHILDREN  ^ Bo  Co  Go  VACCINATIONo 

Children  tested  who  gave  a positive  reaction  to  the  Mantoux 
Skin  Test  have  been  graded  as  strong  or  weak  positives o 

Strong  positives  have  been  referred  to  the  Chest  Physician 
for  investigation  including  large  film  X-ray  of  chest o 


Weak  positives  are  retained  under  observation  and  when  the 
fifteenth  birthday  is  reached  an  opportunity  is  given  to  attend  a 
Mass  Radiography  Unite 


Parents 

Notified 

Mantoux  Test 

Given 
BoC.  Go 

Children 

tested 

Weak 

positive 

Strong 

positive 

Negative 

2„622 

1.188 

288 

123 

111 

775 
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MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 
1st  January  - 31st  October,  I960. 

PSYCHIATRIC  CLINIC  (ST.  CATHERINE'S  HOSPITAL  ANNEXE). 


M. 

F To  tal 

Noc  of  cases  referred  to  Clinic  by  D.A.O. t 

s 

18 

19  37 

No,  of  cases  referred  from  Clinic  to  D.A.O 

. “ s 

33 

60  93 

NO  ACTION  CASES. 

In  these  cases  after  investigation  it 

was 

found 

that  action 

under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts 

was 

not  necessary. 

Assistance  was  afforded  in  appropriate  cases  and  vhen  necessary 

were  referred  to  the  official  or  voluntary  body  most 

likely  to  help 

them. 

M. 

F, 

To  tal 

No  further  action  7 

10 

17 

To  Chronic  Sick  wards  4 

1 

5 

To  Welfare  Officer  1 

3 

4 

To  Police  2 

2 

4 

AFTER  CARE  CASES. 

Discharged  from  mental  hospitals  or  Psychiatric 

clinics. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Referred  for  After  care  12  , 

11 

23 

Refusing  After  care  1 

- 

1 

LUNACY  AND  MENTAL  TREATMENT  ACTS. 

Admissions  to  mental  hospitals  Lunacy 

Act, 

1890. 

(As  amended). 

M, 

F, 

Total 

Section  20  (3  day  detention  order) 
Section  21(14  “ “ ° ) 

79 

111 

190 

2 

9 

11 

Section  16  (Certification) 

41 

58 

99 

Section  5 (Private  Patients) 

= 

= 

- 

Section  64/66  (Transfers) 

Section  22  (Released  by  Justices 

= 

to  Friends) 

MENTAL  TREATMENT  ACT,  1930. 

Admissions  to  mental  hospitals. 

M. 

F, 

To  tal 

Section  1 (Voluntary  patients) 

Section  1(2)  (Voluntary  patients  under 

51 

57 

108 

16  years) 

= 

= 

= 

Section  5 (Temporary  patients) 

1 

1 

BOARD  OF  CONTROL  CIRCULAR  999. 

Cases  dealt  with  under  this  circular  are  those  admitted  from 
other  Ijocal  Authorities  into  Birkenhead  Mental  Hospital  and 
subsequently  require  certification  and  removal  to  other  mental 
hospitals. 

M.  F.  Total 

Cases  dealt  with  under  this  Circular  10  12  22 
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MENTAL  DEFSCiENCY  ACTS  1913  - 1938 

The  informal  admission  of  all  mental  defectxves  v other  than 
cases  sent  by  the  Magistrates  under  Section  8 of  the  Msntal 
Eeficiency  Act,,  1913/  to  hospitals  has  been  the  order  of  the  day 
since  the  receipt  of  Ministry  of  Ifealth  Circular  2 58 

This  procedure j so  much  sinplified  in  comparison  with 
certification-  is  much  appreciated  by  the  parents  of  defectives  = 
care  has  been  taken  to  explain  that  this  simplified  admission  does 
not  necessarily  mean  earlier  admission 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  distribution  of  mental  defectives 
was  as  follows. = 


M 

F 

Total 

Number  on  the  register 

24 1 

i99 

440 

in  Institutions 

76 

23 

99 

on  licence 

3 

1 

4 

under  guardianship 

2 

1 

3 

under  Home  Supervision 

i60 

i94 

334 

New  cases  notified  to  the  Local  Health 

Authority 

M 

F 

Total 

Under  Education  Acto  1944  (Section 

57.3/, 

2 

3 

0 

(Section 

57 . 5)  / 

2 

2 

4 

Police  or  Courts 

= 

= 

= 

Other  Sources 

1 

1 

2 

M 

F 

Total 

Admissions  to  Mental  Deficiency 

Hospitals  during  the  year 

Permanent  Care 

6 

1 

7 

Temporary  Care 

5 

1 

6 

The  admissions  5 both  permanent  and  temporary  were  arranged 
through  the  Joint  bed  bureau  run  jointly  by  the  Liverpool  and 
Manchester  Regional  Hospital  Boards o I am  grateful  for  the  help  so 
willingly  given^  particularly  in  reference  to  the  temporary  care 
which  affords  hard=pressed  parents  much=needed  reliefo 

WASTING  LISTo 

Urgent  cases  now  number  6 = 5 males  and  1 female o In  addition 
cases  which  are  not  urgent  but  might  need  institutional  care  in  the 
future  number  33  - males  24 p females  9o 

OCCUPATION  CENTREo 

Mental  defectives  continue  to  attend  the  Wallasey  Centre  by 
arrangemento  At  31st  Octoberj  38  Birkenhead  children  = 24  malesp 
14  females  were  in  attendance  o 

The  staff  of  the  Centre  continue  to  carry  out  their  difficult 
task  with  skilly  sympathy^  and  a great  deal  of  under st and ingo 


STAFFo 

There  were  several  staff  changes  during  the  yearo  Mrso  White 
resigned  her  post  on  return  to  hospital  work  and  was  succeeded  by 
Miss  Mo  Oliver  on  1st  Juneo  MTo  Johnson  resigned  on  his  appointment 
to  the  staff  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Healthy  Liverpool^  ard  was 
succeeded  by  MTo  AoJo  Hotchkiss  who  commenced  duties  on  the 
1st  Auguste 


1st  November  to  3f!st  Decembero 

The  Mental  Health  Act^  1959^  came  into  operation  on 
1st  Novemberj  1960 o The  changeover  has  been  completed  smoothly  thanks 
to  the  new  approach  to  mental  disorder  by  medical  men  and  general 
public  o 

The  new  nomenclature  has  become  familiar  to  Mental  Welfare  Staff 
but  the  general  public  naturally  find  difficulty  in  becoming 
accustomed  to  the  new  terminology o This^  however ^ will  only  be  a 
matter  of  timeo  The  helpful  co=operation  which  existed  hitherto  between 
psychiatrists j,  hospitals  and  mental  welfare  staff  on  the  one  hand 
and  between  general  practitioners  and  mental  welfare  staff  on  the 
other  hand  has  continued  and  augurs  well  for  the  service  m the 
future o The  Junior  Training  Centre  at  Wallasey  has  been  well  attended 
and  indeed  shows  an  increase  in  numbers  of  Birkenhead  children  in 
attendance o 

The  staff  of  the  Centre  continue  to  be  enthusiastic  and  have 
held  "open  days"  for  parents  and  others  interested  in  the  splendid 
work  being  done  at  the  Centre o It  is  indeed  a "vocation”  and  anyone 
visiting  the  Centre  appreciates  the  devotion  and  interest  shown  by 
every  member  of  the  staff  in  the  worthwhile  work  of  locking  after  the 
children  in  attendance o 

The  provision  of  an  Adult  Training  Centre  was  the  subject  of 
discussions  between  this  Authority  and  Wallasey  County  Borougho  It 
was  decided  that  Wallasey  County  Borough  would  provide  the  Adult 
Training  Centre  to  be  used  Jointly  by  the  two  authorities o This 
decision  was  reached  because  of  the  anticipated  financial  assistance 
which  was  offered  to  Wallasey  by  the  Wallasey  Sex^iety  for  ^ntally 
Handicapped  Childreno  Eevelopments  of  this  project  will  be  awaited 
with  interests  The  following  statistics  show  the  work  carried  out 
by  the  Mental  Vfelfare  Officers  in  the  two  months  following 
1st  Novembero 

Admissions  to  Hospitals  under  the  Act  as  arranged  by 
Mental  Welfare  Staffo 

Mental  Health  Act^,  l959o 
Part  I Vo 


Mo 

Fo 

Total 

Section  25 

6 

5 

11 

Section  26 

2 

2 

4 

Section  29 

6 

9 

15 

39 


Informal  Admissions 

M F Total 

4 9 13 

Referred  from  Psychiatric  Clinic  to  Mental  Welfare  Officers 


To  tal 
7 


Men  tal  Sub-no rmal i ty 

The  position  at  the  31st  December  was  as  follows c = 

New  Cases  notified  to  Local  Health  Authority  i.ll.60  to  3 i. 1 2. 60 


At  School 

On  leaving  %)ecial  School 
On  leaving  School 
Other  Sources 


Admissions  to  Hospitals  (1.11.60  - 31.12.60) 


For  permanent  care 
For  temporary  care 


M. 

1 


Waiting  List  for  Hospital  Admissions 


Total 

7 

5 

1 

2 


Total 

2 

1 


Urgent  Cases 
Non-urgent  Cases 


Register 


Number  on  Register 
“ in  ffospitals 

" under  Guardianship 

" under  Home  Supervision 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT, 


M. 

F. 

To  tal 

5 

1 

6 

22 

8 

30 

lining  Centre 

M 

F 

To  tal 

26 

16 

42 

M. 

F. 

Total 

243 

201 

444 

77 

24 

101 

2 

1 

3 

164 

176 

340 

E ACT 

, 1948 

o 

Da ties  under  this  Act  have  been  assigned  to  the  Welfare 
Committee  of  the  Council, 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  in  administrative  control  of 
the  Welfare  Department,  the  staff  of  vdiich  is  housed  in  the 
Health  Department  offices. 

There  is  the  utmost  co-operation  between  the  staffs,  and  useful 
information  about  handicapped  persons  or  the  aged  and  infirm  is 
exchanged  between  the  Welfare  Department  and  Health  Visitors, 

Public  Health  Inspectors,  Mental  Welfare  Officers,  and  the  Domestic 
Help  Organiser, 

During  the  year,  no  cases  required  to  be  dealt  with  under 
Section  47  of  the  Act,  Several  cases  were  visited,  but  in  each, 
it  was  eventually  found  possible  to  take  alternative  action. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

The  two  main  sources  of  si:5)ply  are  in  the  Alwen  Reservoir 
situated  on  the  Denbighshire  Moors  in  North  Wales  and  abstraction 
from  the  River  Dee  at  Heronbridge  near  Chestero  In  addition^  deep 
wells  at  Springhill  and  Playbrick  within  the  statutory  area  are 
available  to  augment  the  output  during  periods  of  high  demando 

The  supply  within  the  Borough  is  a mixed  Alwen/Dee  water  which 
is  moderately  soft  in  character ^ but  slight  variations  do  occur 
according  to  the  condition  of  the  raw  Dee  water  abstracted  and 
dependent  upon  the  use  of  the  well  supplieso  During  the  summer  period, 
if  the  river  flow  is  low  then  there  is  a tendancy  for  the  hardness 
of  the  si?)plies  distributed  to  increase o 

The  Waterworks  laboratory  on  the  Dee  Scheme  is  operated  by  a 
full  time  Chemist  and  Bacteriologist  who  siT)ervises  the  treatrrent 
processes  and  undertakes  regular  chemical  and  bacteriological 
examinations  of  the  raw  water  and  the  treated  water  to  ensure 
purity  of  si:pplies  to  the  consumero 

The  Works  of  the  Department  continue  to  be  a source  of  interest 
to  the  public  and  numerous  visits  to  Alwen  and  Dee  Works  have  been 
arranged  during  the  yearo 

In  line  with  the  policy  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government,  the  Water  Authorities  of  Birkenhead,  Wallasey,-  Hoylake, 
Neston  and  the  West  Cheshire  Water  Board  have  recently  agreed  to 
join  together  in  the  formation  of  a single  undertaking  for  the 
Wirral  and  steps  to  this  end  are  now  being  takeno 

PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 

Indoor  swimming  baths  are  provided  in  the  Borough  at  Byrne 
Avenue  and  Livingstone  Street  Baths o There  are  two  swimming  pools 
at  each  of  these  premises,  and  while  all  pools  are  open  during  the 
summer  months,  one  pool  at  each  establishment  is  closed  during  the 
winter  months  for  conversion  into  a hallo 

Until  December,  1959  the  swimming  bath  water  at  Byrne  Avenue 
and  Livingstone  Street  Baths  was  obtained  by  pumping  salt  water 
from  the  River  Merseyo  This  practice  continues  in  respect  of 
Livingstone  Street  Baths,  but  at  Byrne  Avenue  the  supply  is  now 
taken  from  the  town's  main;  „pure  dried  vacuum  salt  is  added  to 
provide  reconstituted  salt  water o 

The  swimming  pool  water  is  constantly  changed  by  a continuous 
circulation  system,  during  which  it  is  chemically  treated,  filtered, 
heated,  aerated,  and  sterilised  by  a marginal  chlorination  processo 
The  water  in  the  baths  is  changed  routinely  every  six  months,  but 
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additional  water  is  added  at  intervals  for  make-up  purposes  to 
replace  losseso 

Periodic  bacteriological  examinations  are  made  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service c Daily  tests  are  carried  out  by  the 
Baths  Department  Staff  to  ensure  satisfactory  alkalinity  and 
chlorine  factors o 


SEWERAGE 

The  Borough  is  adequately  sewered  with  the  exception  of  a 
small  area  on  the  Western  fringe o 

This  area^  together  with  adjacent  areas  m Wallasey  County 
Borough^  Hoylake  Urban  District  Council  and  Wirral  Urban  District 
Council^  has  been  the  subject  of  a combined  scheme  for  improvement 
of  the  outfall  which  has  received  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government c Questions  have  arisen  about  the 
implementation  of  the  scheme  which  have  not  yet  been  resolvedc 

The  sewerage  from  the  Borough  is  discharged  untreated  into  the 
River  Mersey o 
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HOUSING  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  HYGIENE 

I am  obliged  to  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  for  the 
following  report  on  the  work  of  his  Section  of  the  Department  during 
the  yearo 

INTRODUCTIONo 

There  were  no  staff  changes  during  the  period  under  reviewo 

The  number  of  notices  served  and  the  number  of  defects 
rente  died  under  the  Public  Health  Act  are  slightly  less  than  last 
yearo  This  reduction  has  been  noted  for  the  last  few  years ^ aJd 
is  probably  due  to  the  operation  of  the  Rent  Acts  of  1954  and  1957, 
and  to  the  fact  that  more  and  more  houses  are  becoming  owner  occupiedo 

The  Rent  Act  1957  has  become  almost  a dead  lettero  Very  few 
enquiries  are  received  and  I do  not  think  that  many  tenants  are 
aware  of  their  rights  under  the  Acto  Houses  which  are  now  re-let  are 
on  a higher  rental,  and  often  there  is  an  agreement  which  makes 
the  tenant  responsible  for  all,  or  part,  of  the  repair  and  maintenanceo 

Applications  for  "Standard  Grants"  for  the  provision  of 
bathrooms  and  internal  water  closets  to  houses  continue  to  come 
from  owner /occupiers o Landlords  have,  for  several  reasons,  failed 
to  avail  themselves  of  these  grants o I do  not  consider  that  the 
haphazard  improvement  of  the  older  houses  is  of  any  benefit  in  a 
town  such  as  Birkenhead o 

A new  feature  has  arisen  during  the  last  2 or  3 years o This 
concerns  enquiries  from  estate  agents,  valuers,  solicitors  and 
prospective  purchasers,  vendors  and  others,  as  to  the  "expected  life" 
of  property  in  which  they  are  interested o During  the  year  more  than 
600  such  enquiries  were  received o Some  enquirers  expect  this 
department  to  be  able  to  give  them  exact  information  but  this  can  be 
done  in  only  a few  cases o Tltese  demands  place  a heavy  responsibility 
on  the  staffo 

Proposals  for  the  first  smoke  control  area  in  Birkenhead  were 
submitted  to  the  Council  towards  the  end  of  the  year  and  a token 
survey  of  three  other  areas  was  carried  outo  A certain  section 
of  the  community  appears  to  be  enthusiastic  in  the  drive  towards 
Clean  Air,  and  a number  of  enquirers  have  expressed  the  hope  that 
their  particular  district  will  soon  be  dealt  witho 


INSPECTION  AND  REPAIR  OF  DWELLING  HOUSESo 

All  repairs  to  houses  have  been  secured  as  a result  of  the 
service  of  notices  under  the  Public  Health  Act  1936  and  the 
Birkenhead  Corporation  Act  1954 o No  notices  were  served  under 
Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act,  1957o 
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25  565  complaints  were  received  during  the  year.  This  j-s 
addition  to  complaints  made  to  the  inspectors  on  their  districts. 

No  of  inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Act  etc  : 13  i05 

No  of  re=inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Act  etc  12  6 40 

No  of  informal  notices  served  under  the  Piblic  Health  Act  1 770 

No  of  Statutory  notices  served  under  the  Public  Health  Act  580 

No  of  Statutory  notices  served  under  the  Birkenhead 

Corporation  Acts  1954  Sec  52  i74 

No  of  Statutory  notices  served  under  the  Birkenhead 

Corporation  Acto  1954  Secs  66  Nii 

Average  number  of  notices  outstanding  5i9 

Noo  of  notices  complied  with  during  the  year  1843 

Number  of  defects  remedied  during  the  year  5 161 


Summary  of  Improvements  effected 

Roofs  repaired  567 
Chimney  stacks  repaired  lOl 
Rainwater  gutters  repaired  249 
Downspouts  repaired  ii2 
Walls  pointed  or  repaired  277 
Ventilation  improved  lO 
Windows  repaired  255 
Window  sashcords  renewed  256 
Firegrates  repaired  88 
Hearthstones  repaired  3 
Floors  relaid  or  repaired  l7 1 
Scirting  boards  repaired  4i 
Wollplaster  repaired  409 
Ceiling  plaster  repaired  l92 
Walls  and  ceilings  cleansed  2l 
Doors  repaired  236 
Staircases  repaired  28 
Sinks  renewed  24 
Sink  waste  pipes  trapped  or  repaired  123 
Washing  boilers  repaired  1 
Dampness  remedied  245 
Yard  surfaces  repaired  or  relaid  106 
Yards  drained  17 
Sufficient  water  supply  provided  73 
Drains  constructedo  altered  or  repaired  98 
Drains  cleansed  345 
Water  closets  repaired  39o 
Food  stores  provided  15 
Watercourses  or  ditches  cleansed  2 
TentSo  VanSfl  Sheds  removed  1 
Nuisance  from  animals  abated  7 
Ashpits  abolished  3 
Rooms  disinfested  331 
Verminous  persons  cleansed  4 
Miscellaneous  360 


LEGAL  PROCEEDiNGSo 

Le^af  proceedings  under  Sec » 94,  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  were 
instituted  in  10  cases  where  owners  had  failed  to  coirply  with  the 
re  quire nents  of  abatement  not ices o 
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Pines  totalling  £13o0o0o  were  imposed  in  respect  of  2 cases  and 
costs  of  16/-  were  awarded  o 

One  case  was  dismissed  and  in  another  case  the  summons  could  not  be 
serve do 

The  Magistrates  made  nuisance  orders  in  8 cases  where  work 
•had  not  been  completed  at  the  time  of  the  hearing  of  the  summons o 

Proceedings  were  instituted  under  Sec:95j  Public  Health  Act  1936 
in  4 cases  where  Nuisance  Orders  had  not  been  complied  witho 

pines  totalling  £l0o  Oo  Oo  and  costs  of  8/=  were  imposedo 

In  one  case  the  summons  could  not  be  served o 

Work  done  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  ownerso 

The  Local  Authority  cleansed  obstructed  drains  at  36  houses 
where  owners  failed  to  comply  with  48  hour  notices  under  the 
provisions  of  Sec:52  of  the  Birkenhead  Corporation  Acts  1954o 

By  agreement  with  or  at  the  request  of  cwnersj  repairs  of  a 
general  nature  were  completed  at  one  houses  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Public  Health  Acts  l936o 

The  costs  of  the  above  work  are  recoverable  from  the 
responsible  persons  and  amounted  to  £13Do 6o lo  during  the  yearo 

HOUSING  ACTs  6957o  Secs  17  and  l8o 

Dwelling  houses  unfit  for  human  habitationo 

34  houses  and  5 parts  of  buildings  used  as  dwellingSs  were 
reported  to  the  Health  Committee  as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation 
and  not  capable  of  being  rendered  so  fit  at  reasonable  expense o 

During  the  year  the  Council  made  the  following  Orders:- 

Demolition  Orders  in  respect  of  12  houses 

Closing  Orders  « o o ^ houses 

and  of  4 parts  of  buildingso 

They  also  accepted  undertakings^  restricting  the  future  use  to 
non-resident ial  purposes j in  respect  of  2 houses o 

Demolition  and  Closing  of  Unfit  Dwell  ingso 

Following  the  re-housing  of  the  occipants  of  unfit  dwellings^ 

22  houses 5 five  of  which  were  Local  Authority  owned^  were  demolished 
and  15  houses  or  parts  of  buildings  were  closedo  In  addition  3 
other  houses  were  demolished  in  anticipation  of  formal  actiono 

In  almost  all  cases ^ the  tenants  were  re-housed  by  the 
Corporation  and  42  families  comprising  a total  of  154  persons  were 
involvedo 
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Clearance  Areas  (Sec:i|2) 

In  accordance  with  the  Act^  official  representations  were  nade 
in  respect  of  the  undermentioned  areaS;  and  the  Council  declared 
them  to  be  "Clearance  Areas  "o 


Areas 

No  of 
dwellings 

No  -of 
families 

No . of 
persons 

Meadow  Lone  NoSo  o 

lo  2 and  3 Clearance 

Areas 

1960 

31 

34 

126 

Thomas  Street 

Area 

1960 

42 

49 

183 

Frederick  Street 

0 

77 

87 

328 

Brook  Street 

tl 

20 

29 

98 

Back  Sto  Anne  Street 

0 

123 

150 

531 

293 

349 

1266 

The  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  confirmed, 
during  the  year^  that  all  the  dwellings  included  m the  under- 
mentioned areas  were  unfit:- 


Oak  field  View  Qearance  Area  1959 

Floslyn  Street  Noso  and  2 Qearance  Areas  1959 

William  Street  NosQ^  2 and  3 Clearance  Areas  1959 

Well=maintained  payments  for  14  houses  included  in  the  above 
areas  were  awarded  by  the  Ministero 

Duty  of  Local  Authority  to  submit  proposals  for  SI  urn  Clearance 
(Sec“«2) 

During  the  year  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
requested  all  Local  Authorities  to  examine  the  progress  made  with 
their  proposals  for  Slum  Clearance  submitted  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954;  to  re-assess  their 
requirements  for  the  future;  and  to  submit  new  proposals 
accord inglyo 

;;  The  department,  consequently  carried  out  a survey  of  the 

[ sub-standard  houses  in  the  Borougho  A new  list  of  prospective 
Clearance  Areas  was  prepared,  which  included  the  balance  of  the 
properties  still  remaining  to  be  dealt  with  from  the  earlier 
proposals,  and  a number  of  additional  houses o 

It  was  recommended  that  these  dwellings,  which  numbered 
approximately  2,400  should  form  the  Slum  Clearance  programme  for 
the  ensuing  five  yearso 

In  addition  a further  total  of  approximately  2,630  properties 
was  submittedo  These  houses  were  not  considered  by  the  department 
to  have  a life  of  more  than  15  years o It  was  suggested,  therefore, 
that  they  be  accepted  as  the  basis  for  future  Slum  Clearance  Areas 
to  be  dealt  with  during  the  ten  years,  1965  to  l975o 
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The  Council  approved  these  recommendationso 

Rent  Act,  l957o 

There  has  been  a further  decrease  in  the  number  of  persons 
operating  the  provisions  of  this  Act^  and  fewer  enquiries  regarding 
rent  adjustments  and  guidance  as  to  procedure^  have  been  made  of 
the  department o 

It  does  not  appear  to  be  very  widely  known  that  controlled 
tenants  may  serve  notice  of  the  repairs  they  require  (Form  G)  upon 
their  landlord^  at  any  time^  irrespective  of  whether  previous  forms 
have  or  have  not  been  submitted c 

I would  again  recommend  persons ^ requiring  information  about 
the  Rent  Act^  to  apply  to  this  department o 

Formal  details  of  the  applications  made  for  the  issue  and 
cancellation  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  are  set  out  below: - 


Part  1 — Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepairo 


loj 

Number  of  applications  for  certificates 

25 

2o) 

Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates 

Nil 

3o) 

Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates 

25 

(a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects 

17 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects 

8 

4o) 

Number  of  under tdcings  given  by  landlords 
under  paragraph  5 of  the  First  Schedule 

17 

5o) 

Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  the  Local 

Nil 

6o) 

Authori^  under  the  proviso  to  paragrcph  5 

SLfe  issued 

8 

Part  2 

= Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certi f icateSa 

7.) 

Applications  by  landlords  to  Local 

Authority  for  cancellation  of  certificates 

12 

8c) 

Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of 
certi ficates 

5 

9c) 

Decisions  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel 
in  spite  of  objection  by  tenant 

Nil 

10c) 

Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority 

7 

HOUSE  PURCHASE  AND  HOUSING  ACT,  l959o 
Standard  Grantso 

A slight  increase  in  the  number  of  applications^  97  compared  with 
76  in  the  previous  year^  has  occurred  o 

Applications  are  still  confined ^ almost  entirelyj  to  owner/ 
occupied  houses  scattered  amongst  large  areas  of  tenanted  propertyo 
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Last  ^ear^  ttie  view  was  expressed;  triat  many  such  areas  xf 
they  were  not  brought  up  to  a better  standard,  would  be  likely 
to  come  within  thje  category  of  prospective  Clearance  Areas  in  tr^ 
corrparatively  near  future  o 

This  has  already  happened  in  certain  cases,  and  I would  aga^n 
emphasise  the  urgent  need  for  the  owners  of  tenanted  housed  as  well 
as  owner /occupiers  j seriously  to  consider  reconditioning  aiiu 
modernising  their  properties,  if  action  under  Parts  II  or  III  of  the 
Housing  Act  is  to  be  avoidedo 

Common  Lodging  Housesc 

There  was  no  change  in  the  number  of  Common  Lodging  Houses 
during  the  yearo  The  six  registered  premises  provide  accommodation 
for  241  meno 

There  are  no  lodging  houses  for  women - 


SMOKE  ABATEMENTo 


During  this  year  more  time  has  been  given  to  domestic  smoke, 
in  that  during  the  early  months  a 10%  survey  of  houses  in  the  North 
End  of  the  Borough  was  made,  and  during  the  summer  a lOO^  survey 
of  the  Woodchurch  Estate,  so  that  the  pattern  of  previous  years  has 
c hanged  o 

Factory  owners  and  managements  have  been  co-operative  and 
appreciative  of  advice  Ir  further  improving  the  standard  of  smoke 
emissions o 

The  following  are  a record  of  results^— 


Number  of  complaints  received 
Number  of  smoke  observations  made 
Number  of  visits  to  factories 
Number  of  other  visits 

Number  of  visits  regarding  smoke 
control  areas 

Number  of  warning  or  advisory 
letters  sent 


13 

453 

148 

111 

3574 


8 


Improvements 


Conversion  from  solid  fuel  to  electricity 
Conversion  from  solid  fuel  to  oil 
Conversion  from  bituminous  coal  to  smokeless  fuel 
Chimneys  raised 
Improved  furnaces 

Improved  type  of  boiler  installation 
Smoke  indicators  installed 
Snoke  recorders  installed 


4 

8 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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Mirrors  fitted  1 

C0O02  Recorders  1 

Inefficient  plant  dismantled  8 

Snail  grates  converted  from  cool  to  smokeless  fuel  2 


31 


The  above  changes  include  the  closing  down  of  inefficient 
electric  generating  plant  using  9^000  tons  of  bituminous  coal 
annually  and  the  electric  power  replaced  from  the  National  Grid 
Systemo 


Clean  Air  Act,  1956a 

Notifications  of  installation  of  furnaces  (Sec: 3)  16 
Prior  approval  given  to  new  furnace  installations  (Sec: 3)  2 
Chimney  heights  recommended  for  approval  (SecdO)  9 
Existing  chimneys  usedo  7 


Smoke  Control  Areaso 

In  the  early  months  of  the  year  the  following  areas  were 
surveyed  on  a 10%  basis  to  enable  plans  for  the  future  to  be  madec 

lo)  An  area  bounded  by  the  Bidston  railway  lines,,  Beaufort  Road® 

Lincoln  Street^  Lansdowne  Roado  Sto  James  Hospital^  Boundary  Road 
to  the  Railway  and  containing  approximately  2o452  premises 

2o)  An  area  bounded  by  Corporation  Roado  Cavendish  Street,,  Park  Road 
Northo  Upton  Road^  BDundary  Road^  Sto  James  Hospital^  Lansdowne 
Road  and  Lincoln  Street  and  containing  approximately  2„  347  premises,,  ' 

3o)  An  area  bounded  by  Park  Road  Westo  Park  Road  Southo  Slatey  Road^ 
Christchurch  Road^  Village  Roada  Talbot  Road^  Bidston  Road  and 
Upton  Road  and  containing  approximately  1^324  premisesc 

Woodchurch  Smoke  Control  Areac 

During  the  summer  months  the  area  bounded  by  the  railway  line 
between  l^ton  Station  and  Woodchurch  Road^  Woodchurch  Roadj  Arrows 
Park  Roadj  Upton  Village  and  Ford  Road  to  the  railway  line  and 
known  as  the  Woodchurch  Noo  1 Smoke  Control  Area  was  completely 
surveyedo  Estimates  of  the  cost  of  conversions  or  adaptationsj 
amounts  of  coal  used  and  smokeless  fuels  required^  have  been  made 
and  early  in  1961  the  Council  will  consider  themo  The  proposed 
operational  date  is  the  1st  May  l962o 


Area  594  acres 

Noo  of  industrial  premises  3 

commercial  " 55 

Noo  of  dwellings  2928 

Other  premises  16 

3002 


Slum  clearance  and  the  building  of  flats  with  electric  or  gas 
heating  is  improving  atmospheric  conditions  and  making  small 
smokeless  areas  in  tlje  centre  of  the  Borough o 
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Nuisance  from  dust 

A petition  was  received  from  a number  of  householders  in  one 
area^  corrplaining  that  dust  from  a factory  was  being  deposited  over 
the  area  causing  considerable  nuisance;  affecting  their  health  and 
killing  garden  plants o Investigations  showed  that  the  dust  carre 
from  a factory  which  had  been  extended  a short  time  previously 
The  owners  of  the  factory  co=ope rated  with  the  department  m an 
effort  to  prevent  the  emission  of  the  dust  At  the  end  of  the 
year  considerable  irrprovement  had  been  made,:  part  of  the  process  had 
been  discontinuedc  Measurements  of  the  pollution  were  made  by  air 
filters  and  by  the  Standard  Deposit  Gauge  and  these  observations 
will  be  continued o 

Rai  1 way  So 

Early  in  the  year  new  diesel  passenger  trains  between  New 
Brighton  and  Wrexhamj,  and  running  through  the  Borough  began  to 
opera te^  replacing  coal  fired  locomotives  It  was  expected  that 
the  local  steam  passenger  trains  out  of  Woodside  Station  would 
be  replaced  by  diesel  trains  towards  the  end  of  the  year  but  this  is 
riow  scheduled  for  June  1961  Long  distance  passenger  trains  will 
continue  to  be  hauled  by  steam  locomotives  for  the  present 

Shi  ppingo 

Less  attention  than  usual  has  perforce  been  given  to  shipping 
lying  within  the  Borough  boundary,  but  during  the  year  26 
observations,  and  21  visits  were  made  to  the  really  bad  offenders 
among  the  larger  vesselso  Advice  was  given  to  the  ship  s staffs 
on  the  best  means  of  obtaining  smokeless  combustion  and  where 
appropriate,  letters  have  been  sent  to  offending  owners 

Progress  continues  slowly  among  the  smaller  vessels  like  tugs, 
ferries,  coasters  etco  in  conversion  from  coal  firing  to  oil  firing 
or  diesel  propiiLsion  or  by  replacement  of  older  coal  fired  vessels 
with  new  oil  fired  or  diesel  engined  vesselso 

EXTERMINATION  OF  PESTSo 

Rats  and  Miceo 

(a)  In  Sewerso  All  sewer  manholes,  except- those  found  to  be  free 
from  infestation  on  '"test  baiting",  were  treated  twice  during 
the  yearo  This  is  in  accordance  with  instructions  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Pisherieso 


Noo  of  manholes  baited  6981 

Noc  of  “partial  ° tcdces  recorded  369 

Noc  of  “ complete”  takes  recorded  2188 

Noo  of  manholes  “test  baited“  2250 

(b)  In  surface  Premiseso 

Noc  of  premises  inspected  762 

Noo  of  premises  found  to  be  infested 

with  rats  or  mice  460 

Noo  of  treatments  by  rodent  operator  401 
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Toted  number  of  visits  by  rodent  operator  1459 

Total  number  of  visits  by  Public  Health 

Inspectors  677 

Insect  Pests 

Noo  of  houses  involved  125 

Noo  of  rooms  treated  329 

Other  premises  Nil 

Verminous  articles  treated  8 

Verminous  persons  cleansed  4 


A nominal  charge  is  made  for  this  worko 


9 occi:piers  of  21  premises  retain  the  services  of  the  rodent 
operator  to  make  regular  visits  to  their  premises  throughout  the  year 
to  keep  them  free  frem  rats,  mice  and  insect  pestso 

Di sin  feet ioPc 

9 rooms  in  7 houses  were  disinfected  during  the  yearo 
Arrangements  were  made  for  the  disinfection  of  8 lots  of  beddingo 

BIRKENHEAD  CORPORATION  ACT  ISBL  Section  90  - PIG  KEEPINGo 

No  new  applications  for  permission  to  keep  pigs  were  receivedo 

There  are  now  27  pig-keepers  in  the  Boroughc 

THEATRES,  MUSIC  HALLS  AND  CINEMAS- 

07  visits  were  made  during  the  year-  These  premises  are  well 
conducted  and  defects  speedily  remedied  by  the  proprietors- 

PHARMACY  AND  POISOHS  ACT,  1933- 

The  department  is  responsible  for  the  issue  of  licences 

to  persons,  other  than  pharmacists,  who  sell  by  retail  those 
poisons  set  out  in  Part  II  of  the  Poisons  List- 


New  licences  issued  during  the  year  6 
Licences  renewed  during  the  year  172 
Qionge  of  address  1 
Noo  of  visits  to  shops  194 


THE  RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT  1951- 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act  the 
undermentioned  premises  have  been  included  in  the  Statutory  Register- 


Premises  licensed  for  the  manufacture  and  1 

storage  of  Rag  Flock 

Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture 
of  new  upholstery 


5 
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20  visits  of  inspection  were  made  and  the  undermentioned 
samples  were  submitted  to  the  prescribed  analysts  for  analysis  - 


Passed 

Failed 

Total 

Rag  Flock 

4 

- 

4 

Layered  Flock 

1 

1 

Cotton  Felt 

1 

1 

Cotton  Mill  Puffs 

1 

- 

1 

Feathers  and  Down 

3 

3 

Kapok  Mixture 

1 

1 

11 

11 

OFFENSIVE  TRADESo 

No  applications  for  the 

establi  shment 

of  new 

trades  were 

receivedo 


THE  BIRKENHEAD  CORPORATION  ACT  1954. 

Register  of  Barbers  and  Hairdressers. 

New  registrations  during  the  year  13 

Number  on  register  at  end  of  year  143 

Number  of  visits  to  hairdressers 

premises  37 


THE  FACTORIES  ACT  I937„ 
Part  I of  the  Act, 


INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number  of 

Premises 

Noo  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Secs° 
1,2,  3,4  & 6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  L.A. 

71 

26 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Secs  7 is 
enforced  by  the  L,A„ 

462 

170 

6 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Secs  7 is  enforced  by 
the  L.A,  (excluding  out=- 
workers"  premises)  „ 

39 

38 

TOTALS 

572 

234 

6 
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2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Number  of  co 
defects  w 

[ses  in  which 
fere  found 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Ref< 
To  H.M. 

3rred 

By  H.M. 

Number  of  cases  in 
which  prosecutions 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

Insp: 

(4) 

Insp. 

(5) 

were  instituted 

(6) 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

S.l„ 

_ 

_ 

- 

_ 

Overcrowding  S,2. 

" 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  Temp:  So3o 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  Ventilation 
S.4, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  S.6. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

9 

12 

- 

11 

- 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

2 

1 

= 

2 

- 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Out”  work) 

TOTAL: 

11 

13 

- 

13 

- 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT. 

Outwork  (Sections  110  and  III) 

Five  ou1>- workers  were  included  in  the  August  list  required  by 
Section  110  (1)  (c)  as  makings  etc.  cleaning  and  washing  wearing 
app  arel . 


MILK  SUPPLYc 

Practically  the  whole  of  the  milk  supply  to  Birkenhead  is  from 
five  wholesale  processors  and  bottlers^  a large  proportion  coming 
from  the  two  plants  situated  within  the  Borou|h.  These  process 
a total  of  about  164.000  gallons  of  milk  each  week. 

Si$)ervision  and  sampling  control  are  therefore  directed 
mainly  at  these  two  places  and  samples  are  also  taken  from,  mulk 
sold  in  the  Borough  but  originating  elsewhere. 

There  are  now  12  milk  vending  machines  situated  in  various 
parts  of  the  Borougho  These  machines  perform,  a useful  function  in 
sipplementing  the  normal  sale  of  milk^  uui  it  is  significant  that 
over  3%  cf  the  samples  from  these  machines  failed  the  Ifethylene 
Blue  Test  as  against  failure  of  samples  from  ncrmal  sales.  This 
test  is  an  indication  of  the  keeping  quality  of  milk  and  these 
results  indicate  that  the  re-stocking  of  these  machines  is  not 
carried  out  at  the  necessary  regular  frequent  intervals. 

During  the  year  6 complaints  were  received  regarding  foreign 
material  in  milkp  four  of  these  being  in  respect  of  school  milk 
Fragments  of  glass  were  found  in  three  cases^  a piece  of  drinking 
straw  and  a leaf  in  other  caseso  The  other  complaint  was  regardin,^ 
a light  brown  sediment  which  became  visible  when  a bottle  of  milk 
was. kept  on  its  side  for  a timeo  This  was  found  to  consist 
essentially  of  cell  debrisc  Upon  investigation  all  milk  supplies 
were  found  to  be  affected  in  varying  degrees-  Investigations  are 
continuing  and  the  matter  has  been  referred  to  the  Milk  Marketing 
Board o 

(jihree  complaints  were  received  in  respect  of  milk  si:pplied 
in  dirty  bottleso 

In  all  cases  the  bottlers  of  the  milk  were  cautioned o 


The  numbers  of  registered  dairies  and  dairymen  and  of  licences 
issued  under  the  Milk  (special  Designation)  Regulations  are 


Noo  of  registered  dairies  43 

Noo  of  registered  dairymen  ^ 235 

Dealers  Licences  to  sell  '’Pasteurised'’  milk  233 

" .00  "Tuberculin  Tested"  122 

Milk" 

" " " " "Sterilised"  Milk  130 

Processor" s Licences  to  pasteurise  milk  2 

Number  of  visits  to  dairymen" s premises  309 


Bacteriological  examination  of  milko 

Samples  were  submitted  with  the  following  results:- 


Passed 

Failed 

Total 

Pasteurised  milk 

110 

2 

112 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised) 

Milk 

87 

3 

90 

Milk 

55 

12 

264 

3 

8 

55 

54 


The  Phosphatase  test  was  satisfactory  for  all  samples,  the 
failures  being  in  respect  cf  the  Methylene  Blue  testo  Five  of  the 
eight  samples  which  failed  that  test  were  taken  from  milk  vending 
machine Sc 

Chemical  Analysis  of  Milk 

22B  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  analysis 
202  samples  were  reported  as  genuineo 
14  samples  were  reported  as  deficient  of  fate 

5 samples  were  reported  as  deficient  of  fat  and 
naturally  deficient  of  non° fatty  solidso 

7 samples  reported  as  containing  added  water o 

Of  the  genuine  samples  18  were  naturally  deficient  on  non- 
fatty  sol ids o In  those  cases  where  the  bulked  milk  was  deficient, 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  Advisory  Department  was  asked  to  assist 
in  improving  the  qualityo 

All  the  samples  adversely  reported  i:pon  were  taken  in  the 
course  of  delivery  to  the  wholesale  dairies o 

In  connection  with  the  samples  containing  added  water,  legal 
proceedings  were  taken  against  one  farmer  who  was  fined  £20o0o0o 
and  £2ol6o0o  costso  Other  samples  were  of  an  informal  nature,  taken 
at  the  end  of  the  year  and  the  follow-up  samples  will  be  the  subject 
of  comment  in  next  year''s  report  o 

The  14  samples  of  milk  deficient  in  fat  were  from  9 farmers c 
In  all  cases  the  fat  content  of  milk  in  other  churns  of  the  same 
consignment  made  up  for  the  deficiency  so  that  the  bulked  milk  of 
each  farmer  was  satisfactoryo 

The  5 samples  deficient  in  fat  and  naturally  deficient  in  non- 
fatty solids  vere  from  4 farmers  o The  bulked  milk  in  all  cases  was 
satisfactory  in  fat  content  and  non-fatty  solids o 

It  is  disturbing  to  note  that  30  samples,  or  more  that  13%  of 
all  samples  taken,  were  deficient  in  non-fat ty  solids o Although 
feeding  may  be  a factor  in  this  deficiency,  a more  likely  cause  is 
breeding;  the  dairyherds  having  been  bred  to  produce  milk  in 
quantity  irrespective  of  qualityo  The  non— fatty  solids  portion 
of  milk  includes  protein,  milk  sugar  and  valuable  minerals o A 
scheme  of  payrrent  for  milk  in  accordance  with  its  qi:iality  is  being 
tried,  but  I cannot  help  feeling  that  a minimum  statutory  standard 
is  just  as  essential  today  as  it  has  ever  been  in  the  jasto 

ICE  CREAMo 

The  high  standard  of  cleanliness  and  quality  set  during  the 
previous  years  has  been  maintainedo  Routine  inspection  and  sampling 
has  shov/n  that  the  Regulations  governing  the  manufacture  and  handling 
of  ice  cream  are  being  fully  impleirented  by  the  trade o This 
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valuable  food  still  seems  to  gain  in  popularity. 

Details  of  the  premises  retained  on  the  Statutory  Register  are 
as  follows := 

Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  Pastear.i.sed  Ice  Cream  i4 


Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  Cold  Mix  Ice  Cream  i3 
Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  Lolly  ices  only  8 
Premises  registered  for  the  sole  of  Ice  Cream  and  or  Lolly  Ices  571 
Number  of  visits  paid  to  premises  220 


There  are  a number  of  premises  included  in  the  above  figures 
from  the  register^  at  which  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream  is  not 
very  regular  or  frequent o The  tendency  of  late  years  has  been 
for  retailers  to  handle  si:?)plies  from  wholesale  irLanufacturers  ard 
supplement  these  if  required,  during  peak  periods  of  consumption 
with  ice  cream  of  their  own  manufactureo 

100  samples  of  Ice  Creajn  were  submitted  for  Bacteriological 
analysis  during  the  year  and  reported  upon  as  follows  - 


Samples  of  Ice  Cream  placed  in  Grade  I 73 

® 0 0 0 0 0 g 

0 « . . 0 0 C 

0 0 0 0 0 . 0 jy  g 


lOO 


In  connection  with  the  Grade  IV  samples,  further  samples  of 
ice  cream  mix  or  rinses  from  plant  and  equipment  were  taken  in  order 
to  find  the  cause  of  the  failure  to  reach  the  required  standard 

WATER  SUPPLYo 

12  sairples  of  drinking  water  were  taken  from  various  points 
within  the  Borough  for  Bacteriological  examinationo 

The  reports  were  satisfactory  in  every  caseo 

PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHSo 

50  samples  of  water  from  the  two  public  swimming  baths  in  the 
Borough  were  taken  for  Bacteriological  examinationo 

The  results  were  uniformly  good  from  one  bath,  but  some 
unsatisfactory  results  were  obtained  from  tne  other o Adjustments 
were  made  in  the  treatment  of  the  water  at  the  second  bath  and  the 
results  were  then  satisfactoryo 

FOOD  HYGIENEo 

On  the  1st  October,  1960  the  Pood  Hygiene  (General) 

Regulations  1960  came  into  force,  consolidating  and  amending  the 
previous  regulations  and  extending  their  scope  to  food  businesses 
carried  on  from  home-going  ships  and  moored  vessels o They  extended 
the  definition  of  food  business^  relaxed  certain  aspects  of  the 
regulations  dealing  with  the  temperature  at  which  foods  are  to  be 
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kept  on  catering  premises  and  clarified  the  position  regarding  the 
responsibilities  of  a manager  or  foreman  in  a food  business c 

Two  new  Pood  Hygiene  Codes  of  Practice  were  published  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture ^ Fisheries  and 
Poodj  in  the  latter  part  of  the  yearo  These  deal  with  Hygiene  in 
the  Retail  Pish  Trade  and  the  Hygienic  Transport  and  Handling  of 
Pishj  the  codes  following  the  two  corresponding  codes  relating  to 
the  meat  trade  published  in  1959o  The  codes  are  a valuable  aid  in 
providing  a standard  when  discussing  or  suggesting  iiiprovements 
in  techniques  or  to  premises  and  vehicles ^ but  the  fact  that  the 
codes  have  no  statutory  force  can  be  an  obvious  disadvantage o In 
many  cases  the  existence  of  the  codes  is  not  known  by  butchers  or 
fishmongers  until  they  are  told  of  them  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  = this  applies  particularly  to  the  small  businessc 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  present  high  standard  of  cleanliness  , 
equipment  and  construction  of  food  premises  has  been  maintained 
during  the  yearo  This  is  reflected  in  the  general  fall  in  the 
number  of  notices  issued  and  in  the  number  of  items  found  to  be 
requiring  attention^  also  in  the  fact  that  it  was  not  found 
necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  to  secure  compliance  with 
the  appropriate  legislationo  Only  three  complaints  of  unsatisfactory 
premises  or  practices  were  received  during  the  yearo  One  of  these 
was  anonymous^  the  other  two  referred  to  unsatisfactory  conditions 
in  the  rear  yards  of  fish  and  chip  fryers;  these  unsatisfactory 
conditions  were  quickly  remedied o 

Tile  number  of  routine  inspections  which  can  be  made  is  limited 
by  the  time  available o Prom  the  figures  given  later  in  the  report, 
their  distribution  can  be  seeno  On  each  of  these  visits,  in 
addition  to  a thorough  inspection  of  the  premises  being  made,  the 
importance  of  the  hygienic  handling  and  correct  storage  of  food  is 
stressedo  Various  Ministry  posters  on  this  subject  have  been 
distributed  and  the  national  advertising  campaign  illustrating  the 
correct  food  handling  methods  has  made  its  marko 

The  general  public  could  greatly  help  the  work  of  the 
department  in  procuring  the  hygienic  handling  of  food,  by  refusing 
food  which  is  unsatisfactorily  displayed  or  handled o 

One  large  mineral  bottling  factory,  complete  with  new  equipment 
was  completed  and  eleven  smaller  foods  businesses  were  opened  during 
the  yearo 

There  is  still  a general  trend  to  convert  the  larger  grocery 
shops  into  self-service  stores,  stocking  a complete  range  of  foods, 
including  pre-wrapped  butcher's  meato  The  two  main  problems  from  a 
food  hygiene  angle  are,  the  sale  of  unwrapped  bread  and  confectionery, 
and  ensuring  correct  rotation  of  stocko  The  former  is  usually  over- 
come by  having  a section  of  the  store  with  traditional  service,  thus 
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wrapping  the  bread  arjd  confectionery  as  it  is  purchased  The  la+ter 
is  a matter  of  correct  supervision  when  new  stock  is  delivered  or 
displayed  for  retail  sale 

During  the  course  of  the  year  improvements  have  been  carried 
out  to  market  stalls;  24  written  notices  were  served  and  17  verbal 
notices  given,  dealing  with  58  itemso  For  the  sane  period  34 
written  notices  and  16  verbal  notices  were  abated;  covering  164 
items o Promises  have  been  made  by  the  occiplers  of  the  permanent 
stalls  in  the  market  hall,  that  their  outstanding  work  will  be 
completed  early  in  the  new  yearo  An  undertaking  has  been  given  by 
the  Works  and  Buildings  Department  that  the  work  of  relaying  the 
vbrst  of  the  defective  stall  floors  in  the  market  hall  will  be 
commenced  without  any  further  delay •:  It  would  be  of  great  help  in 
securing  better  food  trading  conditions  if  there  could  be  closer 
liaison  between  the  Market  and  Health  Committees c This  applies 
particularly  in  the  Country  Produce  Section  and  Casual  Sections  of 
the  Market,  where  on  a number  of  occasions.-  traders  have  set  up 
their  stalls,  paid  their  dues  and  have  then  been  told  later  in  the 
day,  by  a Public  Health  Inspector,  that  matters  on  the  stall 
require  attentiono  It  was  disappointing  that  the  new  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  did  not  bring  the  requirements  relating  to  stalls, 
more  into  line  with  those  for  food  shops,  as  in  many  cases  the 
volume  of  trade  exceeds  that  done  by  the  average  small  shopr 

The  number  of  Food  Hawkers  has  increased  from  31  to  35  during 
the  yearo  The  standard  of  cleanliness  and  equipment  of  the  vehicles 
is  goodo 

The  snack  bars  aboard  the  two  ferry  boats,  moVo  Mount wood  and 
mo  Vo  Woodchurch  , were  inspec'ied  on  several  occasions  and  found 
to  be  satisfactory  with  the  exception  of  minor  items  which  the 
occipier  remediedo 

The  following  premises  are  registered  under  the  provisions 
laid  down  in  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 o 


Fish  Fryers  85 

Fish  fryers  and  chicken  roasters  2 

Butchers  manufacturing  sausages  49 

Butchers  manufacturing  sausages  and 
cooked  meats  23 

Horn  boiling  2 

Grocers  manufacturing  cooked  meats  3 

Pickle  manufacturers  2 

Chicken  roasters  5 

Meat  products  factories  4- 


175 

I Premises  registered  under  the  provisions  laid  down  in  the  Birkenhead 

j Corporation  Act,  1954o= 

I Notification  of  new  food  premises  (Secs  101)  12 

I Food  hawkers  and  their  premises  (Secs  102)  35 

I Vendors  of  shell  fish  and  their  premises  (Secs  103)  35 

! During  the  course  of  the  year  a total  of  2,506  inspections  and  613 

ire° inspections  were  made;  101  notices  were  served  and  52  verbal  cautions 
iwere  given o These  notices  contained  514  items, 

4 
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For  the  same  period  82  written  and  37  verbal  notices  were  abated,  with 
a total  of  641  defects  and  contraventions  remedied,  details  of  these 
figures  can  be  seen  in  the  summary., 


Summary  of  Inspections  and  Defects  remedied. 


Cafes 

and 

Canteens 

Food 

Preparing 

Premises 

Licensed 

Praises 

Food 

Shops 

Food 

Stalls 

Totals 

No  of  Premises 

139 

174 

127 

876 

85 

1401 

No,  of  inspections 

319 

464 

14 

648 

180 

1725 

No,  of  re- inspections 

91 

100 

9 

192 

160 

552 

Defects  and  Contraventions  ren 

External  structural  defects 

nedied. 

1 

1 

7 

2 

11 

Drains,  cleansed,  altered 

or  relaid 

3 

2 

- 

6 

5 

16 

Water  closets  repaired  or 

limewashed 

2 

3 

1 

9 

- 

15 

Sanitary  accommodation 

provided 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Sanitary  accommodation 

separated  from  food  room 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

Urinals  repaired 

- 

- 

4 

- 

- 

4 

Walls  repaired,  cleansed  or 

re- deco  rated 

76 

- 

- i 

94 

48 

218 

Ceilings  repaired,  cleansed 

or  re- decorated 

20 

1 

- 

24 

20 

65 

Floors  or  staircases  repaired 

or  cleansed 

- 

1 

1 

10 

2 

14 

Doors  or  windows  repaired. 

cleansed  or  redecorated 

- 

2 

- 

3 

- 

5 

Ventilation  or  artificial 
lighting  improved  or 

1 

provided 

- 

- 

5 

1 

7 

Dirty  premises  cleansed 

2 

1 

- 

8 

2 

13 

Provision  of  clean  overalls 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Space  heating  provided 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Wash-basins  provided  or 

renewed 

2 

3 

- 

12 

- 

17 

Sinks  provided  or  renewed 

1 

- 

- 

2 

- 

3 

Hot  or  cold  water  supply 

provided 

15 

6 

- 

44 

14 

79 

Waste  pipes  repaired 

Drainer  ix>ards  provided 

1 

- 

- 

4 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Towel,  soap  or  nail  brush 

provided 

17 

6 

- 

14 

- 

37 

Notices  regarding  the  washing 

13 

of  hands  provided 

2 

5 

- 

6 

- 

First  aid  equipment  provided 

4 

1 

- 

3 

- 

8 

Cloakroom  or  locker  accommo- 

dation for  clothes  provided 

3 

1 

_ 

1 

= 

5 

Protection  of  food  from 

contamination 

- 

2 

1 

11 

58 

72 

Additional  dust  bins  provided 

1 

_ 

- 

3 

- 

4 

Rat  or  mice  infestations. 

12 

eradicated  and  proofing 

- 

1 

- 

11 

- 

Name  and  address  displayed 

- 

- 

- 

- 

12 

12 

38 

8 

^80 

184 

64i 
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Shops  Act9  I950o 

563  inspections  and  12  re  “inspections  were  made  under  this  Act 

Three  notices  were  served  and  nine  notices  were  abated  during 
the  yearo 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  ^955o 

Analysis  of  Food  (other  than  Milk) 

192  samples  of  various  types  of  food  and  drugs  (in  addition 
to  228  samples  of  milk  previously  referred  to;  were  obtained  and 
submitted  for  analysis  by  the  Public  Analyst=Tennyson  Karris ; Esq- 
Pho  Co  j PoPoSop  P-.R  loCoj  whose  help  and  co=operation  are 
gratefully  acknowledgedo 


A sample  of  canned  hamburgers  was  found  to  be  deficient  in 
meat  contento  The  manufacturer  was  cautioned 

A sample  of  double  cream  cheese  was  found  to  be  deficient  in 
fato  The  vendor  was  cautionedo 


A sairple  of  glace  cherries  was  incorrectly  labelled  The 
attention  of  the  packer  was  drawn  to  the  offence  and  the  label 
c hanged e 

A sairple  of  imported  canned  stewed  steak  was  found  to  contain 
10%  coarse  offal o Other  samples  taken  were  of  good  quality  and  it 
is  considered  that  this  was  an  isolated  can  of  poor  quality^  The 
matter  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  importer 

Unsound  Foodo 

The  inspection  of  food  in  shops,  warehauses,  canteens,  etcc , 
was  carried  out  by  all  the  public  health  inspectors = All  condemned 
food  was  collected  and  disposed  of  = mainly  by  tipping  on  the 
Corporation  tip  = under  sipervisiono  The  following  list  shows  the 
types  and  quantities  of  food  dealt  witho 

Canned  and  Bottled  Goods 


Meat 

2669  tins 

Fruit  and  Vegetables 

6791 

Fish 

784 

Soup 

349  “ 

Milk 

1289  “ 

Preserves 

60  ° 

Puddings 

1969  “ 

Apples 

100  lbs 

Bacon 

12  lbs 

Black  puddings 

23  lbs 

Ccdce 

112  lbs 

Chicken  and  Duck 

35  lbs 

Cheese 

27  lbs 

Cream 

26  lbs 

Cereals 

147  lbs 

Frozen  Eggs 

56  lbs 

00 


Juice  (Fruit ^ 

Lobsters 

Maws 

Milk  Powder 

Onions 

Pork 


3 36  lbs 
3^1bs 
8 3 lbs 
S^lbs 
5 lbs 
9 lbs 
10^  bs 


50  lbs 
28»^lbs 


1 barrel 


Sauces 0 pickles 

Sweets 

Tea 

Miscellaneous  food 


Food  Comp  1 aintSo 

24  complaints  were  received  regarding  food  alleged  to  be  unfit 
for  consumptiono  These  all  alleged  that  some  foreign  object  or 
substance  was  found  in  the  foodc 

All  cases  were  investigated  with  the  manufacturers  or  importers 
and  in  the  majority  of  cases  some  fault  in  the  processing  or  storage 
was  indicatedo  In  a number  of  cases  doubt  arose  as  to  whether  the  foreig 
object  was  actually  in  the  food  at  the  time  of  purchase o 

Bread  and  confectionery  were  the  commodities  giving  rise  to 
the  largest  number  of  complaints  - 12  in  alio  Foreign  matter  or 
grease  from  the  machinery  were  found  in  seven  cases,  and  three 
complaints  were  received  that  wrapped  bread  was  mouldy  when  openedo 
In  cases  where  a cigarette  end  was  found  in  a packet  of  crumpets 
and  where  a swiss  roll  was  affected  with  mould,  sumrrDrjses  were  issued^ 

The  former  case  failed  because  the  summons  was  not  served  within 
the  stipulated  time,  but  in  the  latter  case,  a fine  of  £20  was 
imposed c 

Pour  complaints  were  received  about  insects  in  imported  canned 
fruito  In  all  cases  the  insect  could  have  been  inside  the  fruit 
at  the  time  of  canning  and  no  action  can  be  taken  about  these 
complaint So 

Two  complaints  were  received  about  lemonade  bottles  smelling 
of  paraffine  This  arises  from  the  misuse  of  the  bottle  by  a 
previous  user,  and  the  glass  bottle  or  stopper  retains  the  odour 
even  after  thorough  cleansingo 

Meat  and  fish  products  gave  rise  to  only  three  complaints  this 
year  a shoulder  of  lamb  was  alleged  to  have  been  contaminated  by 
insect  eggs,  a rissole  to  contain  a piece  of  glass  and  a fish  cake 
to  contain  a piece  of  metal c The  manufacturers  or  sellers  were 
cautioned  in  these  caseso 

The  other  complaints  were  of  a fly  alleged  to  have  been  found 
on  a toffee  apple,  a packet  of  dried  peas  containing  a dead 
sparrow  and  a human  f:nger  nail  in  a packet  of  margarineo  Summorses 
were  issued  in  respect  of  the  latter  two  cases  □ A fine  of  £20  was 
imposed  in  respect  of  the  sparrow  in  the  packet  of  peaso  In  the  case 
of  the  fingernail  in  a packet  of  margarine,  the  Magistrates  dismissed 
the  case  and  awarded  costs  of  35  guineas  against  the  Corporationo 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 

This  section  of  the  report  details  the  work  carried  out  ty  the 
Veterinary  Officer  and  the  staff  of  l^at  Inspectors 

During  the  year  163® 071  animals  were  slaughtered  in  the  Borough  = 

Cattle  Calves  Sleep  & Pigs 

Lambs 

196  0 5 9 9 0 9 8 19  9 5 50  5 6 8 38 

The  numbers  show  an  increase  from  the  previous  year  = 163;  071 
as  compared  with  151*749  in  1959c 


All  animals  slaughtered  were  subject  to  ante  and  post^.ortem 
inspectionc 


Battle 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

59909 

819 

95505 

6 8 38 

Nil: 

Number  inspected 

59909 

819 

95505 

6838 

Nil 

All  diseases  except  Tuber= 

culosis  and  Cysticerci 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

60 

17 

69 

16 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  24562 

2 

52550 

343 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber^ 
culosis  and  cysticerci 

41o0 

2.3 

55 

5.2 

Tuberculosis  only? 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

63 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

4486. 

nil 

nil 

69 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

7.6 

nil 

nil 

1.0 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

8 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration  8 

nil 

nil 

nil 

= 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Weight  of  condemned  carcases  and  portions  132  tons  5 cwts 

Weight  of  condemned  offal  and  portions  126  tons  16  cwts 

IDTAL  259  tons  1 cwt 
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Slaughtering  has  continued  seven  days  a week^  which  makes  it 
exceedingly  difficult  to  maintain  adequate  inspectiono  Sunday 
work  is  reflected  in  the  cost  of  overtime  worked  by  the  staffc 
Tribute  must  be  paid  to  all  members  of  the  staff  for  the  way  in 
which  the  burden  of  Sunday  work  and  indeed  other  overtime  is 
regularly  undertakeno 

It  is  a matter  for  regret  that^  although  efforts  have  been 
made  to  stop  Sunday  work  the  trade  appears  adamant  that  it  is 
necessaryo  In  these  days  of  adequate  cold  storage  and  modern 
transport^  it  is  difficult  to  understand  why  Sunday  slaughtering 
is  necessaryo  It  places  a burden  on  Meat  Inspection  Staff  and 
increases  the  cost  of  meat  inspection  quite  unnecessarily o 

EMERGENCY  SLAUGHTERo 

Sane  emergency  slaughtering  was  carried  out  on  farms  and  the 
carcases  brought  to  Tranmere  Abattoir  for  examination= 

81  animals  were  received  into  Tranmere  Abattoir  for 
emergency  slaughter c 21  of  these  animals  were  condemned,  while  the 
remainder  it  was  only  necessary  to  condemn  part  or  offal  onlyo 
Cattle  reactors  to  the  tuberculin  test  were  sent  to  Tranmere 
Abattoir  for  slaughter o 

WOODS!  DE  LAIRAGEo 

This  is  the  Wharf  for  foreign  animals  to  be  landed  prior  to 
slaughter  or  for  store  cattle  to  be  distributed  to  the  farming 
community o 

The  ca-=operat ion  between  the  Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board 
who  adminster  this  Lairage  and  this  branch  of  the  Health  Efepartment 
has  continued  in  the  usual  pleasant  wayo  The  standard  of 
cleanliness  is  high  and  there  is  constant  endeavour  to  have  high 
standard  of  food  hygiene o 

IMPORTED  MEAT. 

Check  inspections  of  iirported  meat  in  Wholesale  Efepots  were 
carried  out  during  the  year.  In  all  96  visits  were  paid  to 
Wholesale  Efepotso  As  a result  of  the  inspections  2 cwts  of  Beef, 

20  lbs  Ox  Liver,  57  lbs  Lamb,  120lbs  Fbrk,  and  12  tins  of  varieties 
of  meat  were  found  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

EXPORT  OF  MEAT  PRODUCT! 

During  the  year  the  Veterinary  Officer  issued  licences  to  gut 
scraping  firms  for  134  tierces  (42  gallon  casks)  of  beef  rounds, 
middles  or  sheep  casings,  for  shipment  abroad,  following  visits  to 
the  factories  and  inspections  of  the  products o 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  RESEARCH. 

In  connection  with  an  investigation  of  Salmonellae  in  pigs, 
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regular  post  mortem  specimens  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Healtn 
Laboratory c This  ceased  when  the  Laboratory  was  transferred  to 
Chester o 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS  1938  - I95i|, 

63  renewals  of  licenceSj  and  one  new  licence^^  were  granted 
during  the  yearo  The  standard  of  work  of  the  slaughterrren  was 
higho  There  was  no  need  for  prosecution  or  even  cautions-. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1950c 

Work  has  involved 

lo  The  granting  of  licences  to  owners  of  livestock  for  the 
movement  of  animals  when  restrictions  are  in  operation  - 
this  involves  a large  number  of  licences c 

2o  Swine  Fever  Order,  1938c 

There  was  a confirmed  outbreak  of  swine  fever  in  the 
Borough  necessitating  the  slaughter  of  all  pigs  on  the 
premises o Fortunately  it  was  possible  to  salvage  much  of 
the  pork  as  the  majority  of  the  pigs  were  unaffected- 

3o  The  routine  inspection  of  dairy  cows  of  seventeen  dairy 

herds  within  the  Borougho  The  County  of  Cheshire  including 
Birkenhead  is  a tuberculosis  free  area  and  is  declared 
an  Eradication  Area  for  control  purposes = 

4o  Visits  to  local  farms  in  connection  with  publicity  about 
warble  fly  infestationo 

5o  Visits  to  Taylor  Street  Cattle  Sidings  were  made  when 

rjecessary  to  supervise  live  animals  in  transit  to  see  that 
cruelty  was  avoided,  to  prevent  any  sick  animals  from 
further  travel  and  to  take  precautions  against  anthraxo 
No  animals  were  found  dead  in  trucks  during  the  yearo 

6o  23  visits  were  paid  to  premises  containing  new  store  pigso 
104  pigs  were  examined  to  ensure  freedom  from  swine  fevero 

7o  Frequent  visits  were  paid  to  live  poultry  dealers  and 
breeders  and  to  the  Market o No  contraventions  of  the 
Live  Poultry  Restrictions  Order  1954,  were  foundo 

8o  Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Fbods ) Order  l957o 

No  new  applications  for  licences  under  this  order  were 
receivedo 

9o  Importation  of  Dogs  and  Cats  Order,  1926 o 

Ho Mo  Customs  and  Excise  reported  one  infringement  under 
this  Order o 

The  defendant  was  fined  £5o 
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PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  195 lo 

There  are  fifteen  establishments  in  the  town  as  at  31st 
December,  190Do  All  premises  were  well  maintained  during  the  year 
and  there  were  no  contraventions  of  the  Ac  to  Visits  by  inspectors 
were  regular  and  ofteno 

RESTRICTION  OF  PREMISES  USED  FOR  THE  SALE  OF  ANIMAL  FEEDING  MEATo 
(Birkenhead  Corporation  Act,  195^  Section  98) 

No  application  was  received  during  the  yearo 


